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Theological ‘Department. 


To the Editors of the Repertory. 


REMARKS ON THE OLD WRITERS. 


This is the age of Reviews, Maga- 
zines and Newspapers. The read- 
ing public have either become so 
indolent, that they shrink from any 
volume thicker than a pamphlet; or 
they have contracted so much of an 
Athenean taste, that they are forever 
desiring to “hear some new thing;” 
or literature is presented to them in 
a more attractive and convenient 
shape, when it comes monthly or 
quarterly in a blue-covered pam- 
phlet, mixed up and seasoned with 
intelligence, religious, philosophical 
and political—Indeed it is evident 
there is a fashion in literature, as 
well as in clothes and furniture: and 
we need no more expect to see the 
musty volumes of the seventeenth 
century on the tables of our mo- 
dern readers, than their massy plate 
on our sideboards, or their heavy 
chairs in our drawing-rooms.—Such 
being the decided taste of the pub- 
lic, the makers of books must even 
yield to a current which they cannot 
divert or control, and must remould 
and attenuate the ponderous learning 
of old times, and present it in a 
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more fashionable and fascinating 
shape than it now stands, in the 
huge folios and quartos of our grand- 
fathers.* This state of the public 
mind is a full vindication ef your la- 
bours, Messrs. Editors, and of those 
of others similarly engaged.—For if 
men and women will read maga- 
zines and newspapers, it is well -to 
give them an opportunity of grati- 
fying their taste with matter that is 
neither mischievous nor trifling. 
But, yet, one who has had time and 
curiosity to explore the sterling old 
writers of the century before the 
last, cannot help feeling the deepest 
regret at the unmerited neglect into 
which they have fallen; and that so 
much profound learning and rich 
imagination and fervent piety should 
be completely hidden from the ge- 
nerality of readers of our age We 
have need to reverse the complaint 
which the Roman satirist made a- 
gainst the literary public of his time. 
He com that no work was 
well which was not at least 
the of modern Book- 
most t and ele 

ly described by our American A 

the author of the Sketch Book, in it 
visit to the British Museum, 
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a hundred years old, and that age 
was considered as necessary to ma- 
ture productions of the mind as to 
*. mellowness to their fayourite 
assic or Falemian wine. Our 
Roman public, says he, 
Miratur nihil nisi quod Libitina sacravit. 
et, nisi quz terris semota, suisque 
piano defuncta videt, fastidit et 
it— 

Sic fautor veterum. Hor. 

» But we have very few /fautores 
veterum in this age, and have rather 
ground to censure the fastidious re- 
jection of every thing which is not 
new and superficial.—lIn the article 
of divinity particularly, we have oc 
casion to deplore this disgust against 
what is old, because it is admitted 
by all adequate judges, that the 
nearer we go back to the reforma- 
tion, the more pure, sound and so- 
lid, we find theological writers to 
be.—They who have dug in those 
mines have been so weil repaid, 
that they are anxious others should 
share their treasures. They have 
therefore encouraged the republica- 
tion of most of the standard old di- 
vines in a more convenient and less 
formidable garb than the ponderous 
tomes which were handled with so 
much delight by the more. intrepid 
and indefatigable readers of days that 
are gone by. But still these valua- 
ble works are seldom met with ex- 
cept in the libraries of clergymen; 
and all their precious matter is, with 
regard to the bulk of readers, like 
treasure hid in the ground. 

To rescue these theological clas- 
sics from uumerited oblivion, and to 
o the public a taste of them, it 





appeared to me that it would 
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| acquainted, and the only one who in 
the last.mentioned quality can com- 


pare with Baxter. There is a 
pungency, an edge, in these old 
writers which we do not find in the 
productions of our times.—We po- 
lish until we wear off the edge of - 
truth. Having doctrines to deliver 
which are offensive to unconverted 
men, we take great pains to soften 
them; we deliver our message timid- 
ly; we tell sinners of their doom very 
cautiously and politely, and they 
would not hear us, if we were to as- 
sume the authoritative tone of the 
early divines—But they will take 
from these venerable ancients, a 
plainness of statement and a severi- 
ty of rebuke, which would be quite 
intolerable in modern preachers— 
Antiquity lends a kind of sanction to 
plain dealing; just as we allow an 
old man to tell us our faults with a 
freedom which we should consider 


insolence in one of our own years. 
PHOREO. 


-——- 


Extract from Bishop Hopkins’s Treatise, 
entitled “on the nature and necessity of 
Regeneration, or the New Birth.” 


In the second place, let me 
speak to such, as are yet in a na- 
tural and sinful estate; in the same 
deplorable state of sin and misery, 
in which they came into the world. 

Unto these, now, I shall only di- 
rect a two-fold exhortation, and so 
conclude the whole subject. 

ist. Beware that you do not flat- 
ter yourselves with any deluding 
hopes of heaven: you are, as yet, 
without any right to it. 

__ This is indeed, a dreadful caution! 
What! to beat men off from their 
hopes of heaven! and commonly it 
proves as fruitless as it is dreadful: 
men’s hopes of all things frequently 
deceive them: they maintain them- 
selves. with little, especially the 





of |i hopes they have of heaven, and 
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they live either upon weak probabi- 
lities or upon strong fancies. And 
hence, the scripture compares the 
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hope of a hypocrite to a spider’s web. 
Job. 8. 14:—men spin their hopes 
out of their own bowels, and settle 
themselves in the midst of them, 
and doubt not but they shall catch 
heaven itself in their foolish cob- 
webs. Should I come and ask you 
all, one by one, do you, and you hope 
to be saved? where is the person 
who would not, by his disdain at the 
very question testify how high and 
how great his hopes are? Would not 
the drunkard, the swearer, the pro- 
fane person and the whole rabble of 
wicked and ungodly wretches speak 
as confidently of their salvation, as 
if they were born with sure proofs 
of heaven in their hands? What? are 
these men regenerate! or is the 
price of heaven fallen, and God be- 
come willing to part with it upon 
lower terms than the new birth? Art 
thou regenerated that hatest God 
and godliness, and all those that 
bear the least resemblance to the 
divine purity? Art thou regenerated 
that makest an impudent scoff at 
the name, and deridest the very title 
which fallen mam hath unto happi- 
ness? Is it likely that the new nature 
should be hid under an old life? 
Regeneration is the ransackmg_ of 
the soul; the turning of a man out 
of himself; the crumbling to pieces 
of the Old Man and the new mould- 
ing of it into another shape: it is the 
the turning of stones into children: 
and a drawing of the lively portrai- 
ture of Jesus Christ upon that very 
table, that before represented only 
the very image of the devil. This 
mighty ae is wrought by rege- 
neration. an’s partaking of the 
divine nature is the greatest change 
that ever was wrought in heaven or 
in earth, unless it were God’s par- 
‘taking of the human nature. Art 
thou thus changed? Are all old 
things done away, and all things in 
thee become new? hast thou a new 
heart and renewed affections; and 
dost thou serve God in newness of 
life and ‘cohversation? If not, what 
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hast thou to do with hopes of hea- 
ven? Thou art yet without Christ, and 
so, consequently, without hope? Sin- 
ners, what is it that you trust to? Ts 
it your own good works? This indeed 
is the common fefuge of those that 
have fewest good works to produce: 
but, alas! what confidence canst thou 
repose in these, when the very pray- 
er of the wicked is an aboéminatioh 
unto the Lord? 

Is it the merit of Christ that you 
rely upon? Why, Christ becomes a 
Saviour to hone, but to those th 
whose heart he is first formed. Ts 
it some slight and general notions of 

10d’s mercy, that you trast to? Tt 
is true, God is infinitely merciful, 
though he hath already damned 
thousands for their sins; and he will 
remain forévetr infinitely merciful, 
when thow also art damned amongst 
them. Tt is vain to press the mercy 
of God to serve your foolish hopes, 
against that inviolable truth of his, 
that hath excluded you out of hea- 
ven: excefit you be born again you 
cah in no wise enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. This is that irre- 
versible séntence written on heaven’s 
gates: no entering there but Ly first 
passing through the new birth: no 
dogs nor swine must come into that 
holy city; and such are all unre- 
newed persons: yea, the scripture 
calls them the children of the devil: 
John 8. 44: ye are of your fathér 
the devil. And certainly that God 
who hath chased devils out of hea- 
ven, will never admit any of “his 
rude offspring into it. And ‘thére- 
fore let me, in the first place, exhort 
you, not to flatter yourselves ‘into 
hell and destruction, with false afid 
deluding hopes of heaven. 

2d. Give no rest, either to God 
or to yourselves, till this thorough 
change be wrought upon you in 
as you 
unto eternal salvation! | 

And unléss you think that salva- 
tion itself is not of absolute necessi- 
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ty, what can be the reason, that you 
trifle and dally in that, which is of 
so vast a concernment? What is 
that you can plead for yourselves? Is 
it, that it is not within the compass 
of your power to regenerate your- 
selves? It is true; but although you 
cannot form this new nature in you, 
why do you not yet do your utmost 
to prepare and dispose yourselves 
to receive it? Though we are all 
Jamed and crippled by our fall 
~ which we took in Adam, yet such 
cripples as we are, may notwith- 
standing make shift to get into that 
way which Christ useth to pass, and 
may possibly be healed by him. It 
is asure rule, though God is not 
bound to give grace upon men’s 
endeavours, yet neither is he wont 
to deny it: do you expect that this 
change like that of the unerring 
saints at the last day, should pass 
upon you, ere you are aware of it, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye? It is true, man’s change, of 
heart is the greatest miracle that 
God works in the world. But yet, 
he works it in an ordinary way, by 
our own endeavours, as well as by 
his own irresistible and victorious 
grace: and therefore, God calls up- 
on us, Ezek, 18. 31: Make you a 
new heart and a new spirit: for why 
will you die? Do not therefore cheat 
your souls into eternal perdition, by 
such lazy. conceits of your own 
weakness and impotency. Do not 
content yourselves with a few yawn- 
ing, drowsy wishes; expecting till 
divine grace doth of its ownself 
drop down out of heaven, and of its 
own accord change your hearts; 
‘possibly, before that time, you your- 
selves may irrecoverably drop into 
hell. . Will you lose your souls for- 











































ever, only out of =: Sing sloth? 
not stretch out your hand to pluck. 
it thence? e it, so. long as you 
continue. ina sinful state, you are 

| ten thousand 
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curses: the wrath of God is contin- 
ually making its approaches unto 
you; and there is only a thin mud 
wall of flesh to fence it out, which 
is still mouldering and falling away, 
and whether it will be able to hold 
out one day longer you known not: 
you hang over the bottomless pit, 
only by the weak thread of a frail 
life, which is ready to be snapped 
asunder every moment, and if some 
consuming sickness should fret this 
thread, or some unforeseen casual- 
ty should break it off suddenly, if 
death work a change upon you be- 
fore grace work a change in you, 
of all God’s creation you are the 
most miserable: better that you had 
been the most loathsome creature 
that crawls upon God’s earth, yea, 
better that you had never been, than 
that you should forget and neglect 
this great work of renovation one 
moment too long. Therefore use 
no delay: every moment, that is not 
this present, is too long a delay: 
while you are dreaming of repent- 
ance and conversion some months 
or possibly some years hence, God 
may snatch you away before the 
next sand is run in time’s glass; and 
where are you then? Now is the 
accefited time, now is the day of 
salvation: whatever is not now, may 
may be too late; and ere that time 
comes, that you have prefixed to 
yourselves, God may set up your 
souls as flaming monuments of his 
displeasure, justice and severity, in 
hell forever. 

if you ask me what you shall do to 
be renewed; I answer, the directions 
are not many: take only these two— 

lst. Be instant with God by pray- 
er, that he would by his omnipotent 
grace, new create you to himself, 
and stamp again upon you his effac- 


ed image. 


There is a prevalency in the pray- 


er ofa mere natural man when he 
prays for grace: else St. Peter would 
never have exhorted Simon Magus, 
who was in the gall of bitterness 
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and bond of iniquity, to pray, that 
so the thought of his heart might be 
forgiven him. 

2d. Improve diligently, all the 
means of regeneration; whereof the 
word is the chief. Of his own will 
begat he us—by the word of truth, 
says the apostle: Jam. i. 18. Attend 
it constantly: meditate upon it fre- 
quently; endeavour faithfully to prac- 
tise it. This hatn been the way, in 
all ages, that hath proved success- 
fully for the bringing in of sinners 
unto God. 

Heaven is full of happy souls that 
have been fitted for that glorious 
estate, by such very ordinances as 
these are, that now you sit under. It 
is true, these are not of themselves a 
sufficient means: alas! what is the 
weak breath of a poor man, to 
make impressions upon hearts that 
are harder than the nether-mill- 
stone? 

What can we do to give sight to 
the blind, and life to the dead? But 
only God who demolished the walls 
of Jericho, by the sound of a few 
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ram’s horns, doth likewise make 
use of the preaching of the gospel 
to demolish the strong holds of sa- 
tan; which would have been as im- 
pertinent and as insignificant a sound 
as that was, had not God put his 
institution upon it and his Spirit 
into it, Wait upon the ordinances 
therefore, that that happy soul-sav- 
ing word may at length be spoken 
that may cause thee to arise and to 
stand up from the dead. Endea- 
vour to :lo whatever lies in thy pow- 
er in order to thy regeneration. 

It is true, it is not in our power 
to make ourselves new creatures; 
but when God sees thee conscien- 
tiously improving that power that 
thou hast, he will then give thee 
that power that thou wantest. Ne- 
ver yet was there an instance of any, 
that did vigorously to their utmost 
labour after grace, that did not also 
leave some good evidences be- 
hind them that they did obtain it: 
and certainly thou hast no reason to 
think, that God will make thee the 
first instance and precedent, 


—_———— 
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TRANSLATOR—CHAPTER III. 
On the evils occasioned by the fear 
of Man. 

Ist. The fear of Man places ob- 
stacles in the way of the conversion 
of multitudes. They dare not suffer 
the light of truth to shine in upon 
them with its concentrated efful- 
gence; but, under diverse pretexts, 
close their minds against it. 

2d. It hinders many, already con- 
verted, from walking closely with 
God. They deprive themselves of 
numerous opportunities of gaining 
stre and edification, being often 
induced by this fear to turn aside 
from means conducive to their spi- 
ritual perfection; and led by it to 
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commit frequent offences against 
the dictates of their own consciences, 

As a free and ready confession of 
the truth enables us to make the 
most rapid advancement in faith and 
love: so to renounce or conceal it 
prevents the acquisition of spiritual 
energy. 

Men are often ignorant of the rea- 
sons which render their progress in 
the spiritual life so slow: it is be- 
cause their fear, ever fm watch, 
destroys the power and activity of 
se. God is infinite in mercy, 


and would willingly pour out new 


blessings upon his people; but the 
timorous man is not prepared to re- 
ceive them; he does not act with 
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sincerity of heart; he dares not sim- 
ply trust in God, and therefore God 
cannot heap up upon him the ful- 
ness of his grace. 

3d. When ministers cannot re- 
sist the influence of fear, they exer- 
cise their functions feebly, and are 
sadly at a loss what they should 
say, and how they should say it. 
Every effort is without energy, so 
that the most exalted endowments 
bestowed on them by the Almighty 
are barren of fruit. The good they 
might do, they either neglect to un- 
dertake, or leave unfinished. It 
cannot be expected that an individ- 
ual influenced by this fear, should 
ever by his own endeavours fully 
reform long established abuses. 

This fear confirms old habits, and 
its subjects, alarmed at the idea of 
imnovations, give new authority to 
abuses from day to day. 

Though many ministers dwell to- 
gether in the same place, they do 
nothing worthy of their vocation, but, 
on the contrary, hinder each other 
in the faithful performance of their 
pastoral duties. 

It would be better for many Of 
them to have for coadjutors men 
openly wicked, who happily, by their 
crimes, might compel them to ren- 
der homage to the truth, as timor- 
ous men, by their example, teach 
them to flee from its light. 

And, as is the minister, so the peo- 
ple. If he fears, how can they be 
excited to a true attachment to the 
faith? And they, who, through the 
grace of our adorable Creator, are 
freed from their bonds, can never 
have any esteem for their pastor 
while he continues Sa by a 
slavish spirit. 

Many ministers are astonished 
that the srenceeiinceat God have 


who exposes himself to every danger 
even to the loss of life, for his shou, 


God will never fail to recompense 
in due time the labours of his faith- 
ful ministers. He will make mani- 
fest his glory in them; and will be 
their defence. But he will not thus 
bless those, whose hearts are inha- 
bited by unbelief, and who do not 
boldly render to the Deity the hon- 
our which is his due; because the 
man of fear, not confiding in the 
Eternal to aid the weakness of his 
reason, is put to flight by the first 
obstacle, and, wanting the courage 
of a living faith, can never have @ 
steady view to the glory of God. 

4th. When professors of religion 
behold those who understand, or, at 
least, ought to understand the truth, 
backward in confessing it,—they 
are not a little tempted to put on 
the mask of hypocrisy, instead of 
bearing testimony to the good cause. 
It too frequently happens that the 
fear of some eminent individual, 
causes great multitudes to fall head. 
long into an abyss of evils. 

5th. On the other hand, when the 


| enemies of the truth behold those 


who love it, shrinking from its light, 
they ate strengthened in their wick- 
ed opinions, concluding, that if their 
neighbours were in the right path, 
they would have no need of fear. 

And, as, if you resist evil, it will 
flee from you,—so is the contrary 
likewise true: the more you fear the 
tempting spirit, the more it will per- 
secute you. 

6th. In fine, the fear of Man is 
the general pest of city and coun- 
try. People wish to nominate good 
ministers and good magistrates, but 
they fear to displease particular in- 











dividuals or classes of society 
Those who might raise their voice 
when an unworthy minister is or- 
dained, or an unworthy magistrate 
nominated, keep silence through 
fear. In the courts of law, fear 


drives away justice, condemns the 


innocent, clears the guilty, deprives 
the ‘widow and orphan of 
vights;and leaves injustice and op- 
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pression unpunished. And what 
can it profit a man, who, though 
aware of the general corruption, is 
enslaved by this fear? He only ex- 

ses himself toseverer punishment. 
Unwilling to break either with God 
or the world, he is by both consi- 
dered a faithless trustee,—-and suf- 
fers more anxiety and disturbance, 
than the resistance of every obsta- 
cle would have cost him. He does 
not find that peace which the faith- 
ful enjoy in prayer; the word of God 
gives him no satisfaction,—he never 
reaches the real communion of 
Saints,—he walks without spiritual 
experience, contenting himself with 
the shadow of christianity; and, be- 
ing at the same time destitute of 
soul and life, of spirit and energy, he 
wholly renounces the truth. 

( To be continued. ) 
=> 
For the Repertory. 
ON BACK-SLIDING IN RELIGION. 

The several steps by which a 
Christian may descend from the 
faithfulness and devotional frame of 
one that lives near to God, to the 
carelessness, coldness and misery of 
a worldly minded and formal con- 
dition; are frequently so obscure, 
and fallacious, as to be almest pass- 
ed before they are plainly discover- 
ed. Many there are, who look well; 
who wear the countenance of spiritu- 
al health and flatter themselves that 
all is well, while in truth the insidi- 
ous disease of sin, has destroyed al 
most all the vitals of their piety, and 
little is left but a formal and careful- 
ly preserved exterior, to maintain 
the credit of a profession once ar- 
dent and faithful. Vhe spiritual 
disease by which a Christian is re- 
duced from the fervour and vigour 
of undefiled religion; like a consump- 
tion of the body, is commonly evi- 
dent ta others, long before it is re- 
cognised and acknowledged by our- 
selves. It enters under the show of 
something which we imagine may be 
casily remedied, and when we sup- 
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_ pose the disease has passed away, it 


has just fixed its talons upon our most 
vital parts. Our interest in the things 
of religion, our fervour, activity and 
vigour, immediately begin to decline, 
The least blast of coldness on the 
part of others, or of ridicule or op- 
position, affects our feelings and 
paralyses our exertions. Soon our 
religion must be confined—kept at 
home, in our own breasts. Our 
friends begin to suspect the real 
cause ; but we, though often afraid 
they may be right, persist in attri- 
buting these things, when warned 
by conscience, to many different and 
temporary causes, readily suggest- 
ed by the enemy of our souls. The 
hectic glow which we sometimes 
succeed in exciting, instead of ad- 
monishing us of our danger.is the 
very sign by which our false securi- 
ty is encouraged. In cases such as 
this, the intervention of affectionate 
and faithful friends to point out the 
stages of declension; to arouse the 
sleeping energies of the falling Chris- 
tian; to urge his renewed appli- 
cation to the omnipotent Physician of 
souls, is of the utmost importance, 
and under the blessing of God, may 
eventuate in complete restoration. 
The Christian friends of those who 
are descending the declivity I have 
described, are called upon most so- 
lemnly, by all the pleas of friend- 
ship, brotherly love and religious 
zeal, to lift up their voices to the ut- 
most of their strength, that the souls 
in such fearful peril, may return to 
Christ, 

It is my intention in the present 
paper to point out some of the most 
important signs of spiritual declen- 
sion, with the hope that should it 
meet the eye of any one in whom 
these signs may be the di- 
ie ion ob rs saluta- 
ry warning to hi 

Let us begin with the retired 


moments of a Christian. It is the 


duty of every Christian to seek out 


some place of retirement, at certain 
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periods of every twenty-four hours. 

and there, while alone with his Go“, 

to call his heart and life to account ; 
to confess his sins; spread his wants 
before the Lord; offer up his thanks 
for the mercies he enjoys, and in all 
the acts of private devotion, to culti- 
vate the love of God and the sancti- 
fication of his own soul. This pri- 
vate devotion should be accompani- 
ed, as far as practicable, with the 
prayerful reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. The seasons for it, should 
be regular ones; only to be varied 
by the most urgent circumstances. 
They should be those when the mind 
is the least occupied with worldly 
thoughts, and before it is fatigued 
and sleepy on account of labour; 
when interruptions are the most sel- 
dom, and temptations to wandering 
thoughts are the fewest. It is at 
these seasons and in the manner and 
spirit with which they are observed, 
that declension in religion, may at 
an early stage, be noticed. It may 
be perceived in a decrease of all! 
those feelings, which make these 
seasons pleasant and profitable. The 
regular times for prayer, may still 
be strictly observed and the accus- 
tomed topics may still be embraced, 
but there is an indisposition to en- 
gage in prayer: there is a coldness 
and a formality in all its progress: 
a wish to have it finished: a want of 
interest in the duty and a want of 
expectation of benefit, rendering 
the whole exercise a burden. Once 
the individual prayed because his 
heart as well as his conscience 


urged him: he went to God because 
he felt his need of strength, light, 
consolation and protection. He went 
as to the good Shepherd, for food and 
parc ane. He pfranted 





an opportunity of again “ appeariny: 
before the presence of God. But 


ON BACKSLIDING. 











ow observe the difference. It is a 
sense of duty, no longer a sense of 
the privilege and the sweetness of 
devotion, that urges him to his knees. 
With a mind wandering and a heart 
unimpressed and dull, he comes be- 
fore God. The fire upon the altar 
is dull and low: the sacrifice is sick- 
ly and lame: the incense unsavory: 
allchanged. Thanksgivings for the 
blessings of Providence are cold: 
those for spiritual blessings colder: 
those for Redeeming love colder than 
all. Praise to God for his own glory 
and wonderful acts, is contracted and 
heavy: its former reverence, awe, 
and self-humiliation have evidently 
diminished. There is a sense of 
want and unworthiness, but the faith 
requisite to plead for mercy, and 
for grace, and to expect them to be 
granted, is almost gone. The peti- 
tions are more from the memory than 
the heart; they are uttered pretty 
much as if to express them, were all 
that is required. When the prayer 
is ended, though all these proofs of 
coldness may be recognized, they 
excite but little uneasiness. For- 
merly a season of lukewarmness was 
the subject of serious apprehension: 
it made the individual examine him- 
self, and deprived him of consola- 
tion till the cause was removed.— 
Now it may sometimes occasion 
thought; some wishes; a few languid 
resolutions, but generally it is re- 
mere with but little anxiety, and 

orgotten amidst the cares into 
which the mind is immediately 
plunged. It is when this want of 
apprehension and uneasiness is unit- 
ed with an habitual lukewarmness 
in prayer; that the evidences of de- 
clension are peculiarly strong, and 
the soul has the most urgent reasoa 
for alarm. 

I proceed to the second sign of 
backsliding in religion. I cannot 
better express it in a few words, than 
oy saying, it is that condition in 
which there is but little experience 
of the correctness of those scriptu- 
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ral phrases, by which the Christian 
path is represented as a straight anc 
narrow way, and his lite is compared 
to a warfare and arace. The de- 
clension of the individual in this 
state, is perceived in the uatrouble: 

smoothness of his way; his con- 
tentment with himself; his diminish- 
ed humiliation on account of the sii 

fulness of his own heart; his improv- 
ed opinion of the world, and his in- 
creased ability to harmonize with its 
spirit. He retains his ideas of the 
depravity of human nature, the cor- 
ruption of his heart and the unwor- 
thiness of his best doings; he still 
believes in the danger and sin of con- 
formity to the world, but his feeding 
of his ‘sinfulness; his deep sense of 
the evil of sin; his pain when at a 
distance from God; his opposition in 
all the pleasures of his soul to the 
enjoyments,of the world; have sadly 
diminished, and he scarcely ever 
experiences that conflict with him- 
self and with the things of time and 
sense; that exertion to forget the 
things behind, and press toward the 
mark of the prize of his calling, 
which, like the Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, he once possessed. We are 
blinded when we perceive not the 
most affecting and constant reasovs 
for repentance, and humiliation, in 
our own corrupt and deceitful 
hearts. We are evidently astray 
and in danger, led on by some de- 
ceitful charm, when the world does 
not seem our strange place, a thea- 
tre of trial and contention; a battle- 
ground, where the whole armour ot 
righteousness, should constantly be 
worn, and the assistance of God 
should incessantly be sought. 

A third sign of spiritual declen- 
sion, is perceived in a decreased at- 
tachment to the society of christian 
people, and a growing fondness for 
the company of the worldly. No 


one can associate with those of 
worldly mindedness, for the pur 
poses of mere fellowship and con:- 


pany, without finding his religious. 
Vou. 
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‘eelings, his devotional spirit, his 
singleness of aim at the great things 
of eternity, seriously impaired. A 
man desirous of such society, will 
invent a multitude of excuses to 
satisfy his conscience of the pro- 
priety of the indulgence; but they 
will proceed from his increasing 
disposition for the world, not from 
his reason: and if brought to the 
tribunal of his retired and seri- 
ous judgment, will confess their 
fallacies. A christian in a flourish- 
ing condition, feeling his sinfulness, 
weaknesses and dangers; warm with 
the love of God and delighting to 
converse about the great and good 
things of his pilgrimage and pros- 
pects; will greatly prefer and highly 
prize the company of christians— 
the company of those whose hearts 
can sympathize with his own; whose 
business, pleasures, trials are the 
same as his; who have chosen his 
master for theirs, and with whom 
he hopes to share in “the rest 
that remaineth for the people of 
God.” But these peculiarities have 
diminished in the individual whose 
religion has declined. He may not 
have gone back so far as to find the 
company and conversation of the 
pious, positively disagreeable, but 
he can live as contentedly without 
them. The wide difference be- 
tween christians and the world, has, 
so far as his feelings are concerned, 
materially lessened. He thinks he 
can maintain his religion in his re- 
tired devotions, and sees not the 
necessity of constantly exhibiting it, 
wherever he goes. It does not seem 
to him, that there is any contamin- 
ating influence in his new associates; 
they are moral and reputable, and 


ought not(in his opinion) to be set so 
tar apart from the f«liowship of chris- 
be With such he suc- 







ceds in silencing ns of 
pienapationsé: Lubdiebelaaitonere 
‘> him more conclusively, than al- 
ost any thing else, that he has sadly 
19st his ground and declined from 








the straight and upward path of 


those who are walking as pilgrims 
and strangers in the earth. 

I will mention no more of the 
sicns of declension in_ religion. 
Enough has been said to enabie any 
one who is guilty of going away 
from Christ, to perceive the mourn- 
fultruth. “Let a man examine him- 


self’? and see whether the flame of 


piety is strengthening and spreading 
in his soul, or dull and languish- 
ing like the remnant of life in the 
body of the sick man; enough to 
save his helpless frame from the 
grave, but too little to prevent its 
being a burden to himself and a con- 
stant grief to friends. The back- 
slider should pause and seriously 
reflect upon his condition: he should 
betake himself at once to unusual 
praver and exertion, that by the 
grace of God, he may regain what 
he has lost, and run with patience 
the race set before him. He should 
fortify himself with solemn resolu- 
tions, ‘made in the strength of the 
Lord. He should seek out and 
especially watch against, the sin 
that easily besets him, and constant- 


ly endeavour to brace up his mind_ 


to feel. and act under the influence 
of religion. It is far more difficult 
to regain than to lose, but he must 
not despair. Still, the promise is, 
“him that cometh to me, I will in 
no wise cast out.” “Let him that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest 
he fall.’ CYPRIAN. 


EXTRACTS FROM MISS MEADES’ PAPERS. 
( Concluded from p. 209.) 

The following are extracts from 
a Diary kept by the younger Sis- 
ter, Miss Lucy Megaps; com- 
_menced in her seventeenth year; 
and continued until her 


I matiidinhly Ssenench thee, all the. 
sins I have committed against thee, 


through the whele course of my life: 
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but more particularly, O God, blot 
out from thy remembrance the sins 
and offences of the past year, which 
{ now desire most heartily to bewail 


and lament And, O most gracious 
and long suffering Father, strength- 
en and confirm in me thy sinful crea- 
ture, any resolutions, which by thy 
assistance I may now be enabled to 
make, of surrendering myself to thee 
and thy service. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, that he 
has brought me to the beginning of 
another year, and that I am of the 
number of those who have time and 
space for repentance. 

O may the remembrance of: thy 
unspeakable mercy in sparing me, 
notwithstanding my imnumerable 
sins, make such impression on me, 
that I may never depart from thee 
apd thy law. 

O may this year and all the re- 
mainder of my life, be spent in thy 
service and to thy glory. May I 
strive to atone for all my sins and 
misspent time, by being thine from 
this time forth forever more. 

Jan. 19th.—Alas! how sinful, how 
hard is my heart; in the midst of 
sickness and death, I still remain im- 
penitent. Oh! God of mercy, canst 
thou not change my heart of stone, 
and give me a heart of flesh? Death, 
which every where surrounds me, 
makes no impression on me, or ra- 
ther, no abiding impression, and I 
continue the same thoughtless sin- 
ner as before. O merciful Father, 
grant that the day of grace may not 
be over with me, but call thy wan- 
dering sinner home to thy flock; 
suffer me no longer, I beseech thee, 
to stray from thy fold. O Saviour, 
full of compassion, let thy pitying 
eye call back a wandering sheep. 

Jan.» 1816.—-Another year has 
rolled over my head, and what have 
1 done for that merciful God, who 
has preserved me - notwithstand- 


ing all my vileness and sinfulness;— 


who has watched over me, and safe- 


ly brought me to the conclusion of 
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another year, though in that year, I 
have done so little to his glory? 1 
have wilfully transgressed his laws, 
I have been a thoughtless sinner.— 
O God! “what will ever be done un- 
to me, since I failevery day.” But 
thy mercy is infinite and I will no: 
despair. O merciful Father, tak« 
pity upon a poor lost sinner—leave 
me not to my own weakness, for o! 
myself 1 am nothing. Strengthen 
my resolutions, confirm my faith, 
and make me thine own child.— 
Grant me grace, Oh God, to devo 
myself and all 1 have to thee, and 
thy blessed service, from this time 
forth forever more. 

O may this year be faithfully de 
voted tu thee; may it be spent in thy 
service, and to thy glory. O my 
God, may | ever remember the short- 
ness and uncertainty of this life; and 
may | deeply feel and consider, the 
vanity of this world and all its con- 
cerns. Make me to think often and 
seriously of my removal to an eter- 
nal state; to be everlastingly happy, 
or miserable. Grant that these aw- 
ful truths may be deeply impressed 
on my heart. 

May 12th.—Lord thou art migh- 
ty to save, cven such a sinner as I 
am; thy sovereign grace can con- 
vert. QO pluck me as a brand from 
the burning! in mercy hear and save 
thy creature--Lord it must be thy 
work, “’tis thine to form the heart 
anew.’ O most merciful God, I 
humbly beseech thee, to grant me a 
true and unfeigned repentance for 
my sins. I would pray thee to make 
me leel them deeply, to weep and 
pray over them. O may I grieve 
more for my sins than for any mis- 
fortune that can possibly befall me; 
may | make them the subject of my 
daily and hourly lamentation. O 
that my head were waters and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears; that I might 
weep day and night for my sins. 

May 19th.—Blessed be thy name, 
O God, thou hast this eveniny 
vouchsafed me an uncommon share 





of thy grace, in enabling me to pour 
out my soulto thee. I found pray- 
er a privilege and delight; I felt 
that it was goud to be in thy pre- 
sence. QO how seldom is this the 
case! Prayer, which ought to be my 
highest privilege, is in general per- 
formed by me as a task, a weari- 
some duty—O God! when will it be 
better with me: when will the ser- 
vant of sin, become thy faithful love- 
ing servant! Hasten the time, O 
Lord! 

May 29th.—At times I feel a ha- 
tred of sin, and longing after holiness, 
an ardent desire to have done with 
time, and give myself wholly to the 
things which belong to my Ever/last- 
ing Peace. But O how short-lived are 
these feelings! Increase and strength- 
en them in me, O God, if thy Spirit 
has begun a good work in me. O 
merciful Lord, perform it unto the 
end! O let me never grieve, or 
quench, this blessed Spirit, by ne- 
glecting his warnings, and flying to 
the world for happiness. Alas, vain 
world! what canst thou avail in the 
hour of dissolution, and in that great 
day when the Almighty will judge 
his people! O my God, prepare me 
for that awful day—that day in which 
the most secret thoughts of my 
heart shall be laid open before thee, 
and I shall stand in thy presence to 
be judged. Accept me, gracious 
Father in that hour, unworthy as I 
am. O may J, may all, be found 
clothed in the Redeemer’s righte- 
ousness, and may our sins be for- 
ever blotted out through the all-atone 
ing blood of our crucified Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen, 

January 5th, 1817.——-The Lord 
has in his infinite mercy brought 
me to the beginning of a new year. 
Oh! that 1 could bless, and praise 
him aright for this, and all bis mer- 
cies, which he is continually heap- 
ing upon me, a poor sinful creature. 

O Lord, I. would humbly suppli- 
cate thee to pardon my past sinful- 





{j ness and ingratitude; for the sake of 
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Jesus Christ. May his atoning blood 
Wasi oul my sins, and plead fur me at 
thy throne; through bis merits alone, 
I hope for acceptance with thee, for 
I know “my best actions cannot 
save.”’ Lord, enable me at this time, 
to dedicate myself and all I have tu 
thee and thy blessed service. Oh! 


may I make an entire surrender of 


myseli to thee; and if it should be 
thy holy will to spare me another 
year, grant, O gracious God, that I 
May serve thee in a more accep- 
table manner than I have ever yet 
done; and when I have finished 
my imperfect services here below, 
grant, O grant mea seat in thy Hea- 
veuly Kingdom, and there re-unite 
me with all my dear friends, where 
we shail never cease to bless and 
magnify throughout eternity, the 
wonders of that redeeming love 
which carried us thither. Amen 
and Amen. 

Jury 4th.—Gracious Father! 
vouchsafe unto me strength, and 
grace to perform the resolutions 
which I have this day made, of serv- 
ing thee in a more perfect manner 
than I have hitherto done. I would 
in all humility acknowledge the 
numberless offences I have commit- 
ted against thee;—Alas! how often 
have I grieved tny holy Spirit; but 
thou hast promised mercy and for- 
giveness to all who turn unto thee, 
trusting in the Saviour’s merits for 
pardon and acceptance. O Lord, 
I would prostrate myself betore 
thee, and supplicate thy pardon for 
his sake alone. This day, I have 
attended the funeral of a Sister 
whom I doated on too much, and 
God *has in mercy withdrawn her.* 
Yes, he has taken her to himself— 
she has gone to endless bliss!—-this 
precious treasure I am well assur- 
ed, he has taken from us for the 
wisest purposes. We loved hey 
too fondiy; he saw this, and in wis- 


* The late pious consort of the Rev- 








dom withdrew his child, already 
ripe for heaven. And I will submit, 
Yes! | will submit to his will, who 
does all things well;—he wounds to 
ieal—he afflicts us, to prepare us 
ur eternity:——And since I feel so 
vell assured that this visitation is 
sent by a merciful God to help to 
wean me from earth, and bind me 
sull closer to himself, 1 would this 
day beg of God, to enable me by 
his grace to improve the affliction 
by devoting myself to his service. 
UO may I have cause to bless the 
stroke, though it has deprived me 
of one of my dearest friends. May 
I say it is good for me that I have 


; been afflicted. Grant that I may 


grow in grace each day, and each 
day be better prepared for that 
great account which I must give at 
tay tribunal—Oh! may I always 
live, as I shall wish bk had done, 
when I come to die; and when that 
awful moment arrives, Father of 
mercies farsake me not; but be with 
me and succour me.—-Support me 
with thine everlasting arms, enable 
me to glorify thee not only in life 
but in death; and when my eyes are 
closed on all below, take, O take 
me to thyself, where I shall know 
thee better and love the more; and 
there re-unite me with my dear lost 
friends, from whom I shall never 
more dread a separation. 

JANUARY Ist, 1818.—Another year 
af my short span is gone, never, 
never to be recalled, Oh! that it 
had been spent in the service of my 
God, who is so merciful, long suf- 
fering and gracious towards me! 
Lord, pardon me ior all my misspent 
time. Gracious Saviour! inter- 
cede for me—let thy blood and me- 
rits atone for my innumerable short- 
comings. 

O that I might have a deeper and 
more abiding sense of my sinful and 
jest condition. Oh! enable me to 
see the ulter depravity of my na- 
“ure, to view myself impartially; and 


though the sight of my sins should 
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almost drive me to despair, yet, O 
Lord! if it be needful, make me 
joyfully to submit, knowing that 
through much tribulation we musi 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Gra 
cious Father, may I spend the rem- 
nant of my days, more to thy glory, 
than I have ever done before.— 
Grant me grace to root out my evil 
inclinations, my sinful propensities, 
and whatever thou seest amiss in 
me; and O Lord, at last give me a 
joyful entrance into thy kingdom of 
glory for Christ Jesus’ sake. Amer. 
The foregoing extracts are a) 
evidence of the habitual attention oi 
her mind, to the things that mad 
for her “everlasting peace,” and tw 
her surviving friends, a gratifying 
testimony, of the deep sense she en- 
tertained, of her depravity by na- 
ture, and actual transgressions, and 
of her entire reliance on the merits of 
her Redeemer for pardon and ac. 
ceptance with God. The practice 
of noticing in a particular manne 
the beginning of every year, by a 
review of the past, with a confes- 
sion of sin, and earnest supplication, 
for grace to enable her to devote 
herself more entirely to God, was 
continued without intermission, till 
the last year of her life. The cause 
of those distressing feelings, expres- 
sed in the following passages, was 
the prospect of a removal from her 
friends, which for a time occasion- 
ed great uneasiness; and led her to 
apply with earnestness to her hea- 
venly Father for grace to do his 
will. It pleased Him, to hear the 
sincere prayers of his servant, and 
to dispose her heart to desire only 
a conformity to his blessed will, and 
to an acquiescence in whatever his 
providence might order for her. | 
January 26th, 1823.—O most 


merciful Father, I would bless and 
praise thee, that thou bast brought 
me to the beginning of another year: 
notwithstanding I have forgotten 
those, thou hast not forgotten me— 
dgain, do I come before thee to 
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lament over my shortcomings, my 
backsiidings, my unpfrofitablenesa. 
Alas! what am I, Lord, that thou 
shouldst be thus mindful of me. O 
pardon me, I humbly pray thee, for 
my innumerable sins; for I feel that 
ey are many, both of omission and 
commission. ‘Take away from me, 
Q Lord, | beseech thee, this heart of 
stone, and give me a heart of flesh. 
O Lord, I would pray for thy euid- 
ince, and direction in every concern 
o! my life; for what should J, a poor 
weak creature, do without thy assist- — 
ce. i have lately entered into an 
igagement to become the partner 
t one of God’s ministers; and I be- 
eve that his Spirit has guided me 
to take this step. I have prayed to 
God to direct me, and surely I 
know him, to be a prayer hearing 
God. He, I believe, has ordered 
this affair, which I consider the most 
important of my life, as on it de- 
pends so much of my future Aaf- 
fiiness or misery. Grant, O God! 
that we may be Ae/ft-mates to each 
other in our path to heaven; and 
may we have cause to bless the 
union, should it be thy will to bring 
us together; and O may it be per- 
petuated beyond the narrow bounds 
of time. 
Marcu 





. O for a right spirit; to 
do and suffer the will of God.— 
Lord, I have asked thy direction, I 
have implored thee, to show me the 
path of duty; but still my poor mind 
is distracted, torn, unsettled and 
wavering; yet I would not despair, 
I would continue to wrestle with 
my God in praver. Perhaps God 
has in store for me still greater bles- 
sings, than even what I have asked, 
and what my heart has longed for, 
by enabling me to resign my whole 
will to his, and ‘by thus making me 

to his blessed dis- 
posal of me, may he make me /ap- 
hier, and confer on me a more solid 
vood, than by satisfying the ardent 
desire of my poor heart, which has 
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so earnestly prayed, that God would 
in his wise providence, cast my lot 
near those, who have always been 
so near and dearto me. AsI have 
ever believed that this thing was or- 
dered by Providence, so would I 
strive to follow Ais leadings in it. 

May 19th.—O that the path of 
duty could be made plain before 
me. I know not how to decide for 
myself. I have prayed for perfect 
resignation to God’s will; but I feel 
sensible, that I have not tried as I 
should have done, to let my /eart 

along with my petitions.—I fear 
it has been too much bent on having 
the circumstances of this event ex- 
actly my own way—but zow it is 
my earnest desire, and fervent 
firrayer, to sacrifice my whole will 
to Ais, if I can feel that it is his wild, 
and have none of my own,y....... olddiites 
seseseeeeeeeee bUSt to do more for God, 
and to be far Aafpier even in this 
life, though bitter, bitter the sepa- 
ration from my friends. 

Think of the uncertainty of life—- 
my thoughts, dwell more on hea- 
ven and God. 

Trust to God, to make up the /ose 
of my friends in a tender frartner 
and aéove ali, to console me by his 
blessed Spirit; this, this is abiding 
comfort—‘his is sure support. 

Lord, I would wait thy guidance, 
praying that thou wilt grant it. 

Jung 2d.—This day 
left us, 
Lord make him thy peculiar care; 
I commit him to thy divine care 
and keeping—be thou with him, on 
this his journey, and on his journey 
through life—in thy own good time, 
I pray thee to grant us a happy 
meeting; till then, and ever, may we 
be serving thee—may I be striving 
to approve myself worthy to become 








the he of thy dear servant. 
Lord, t and succour him in. 
every Ity, and trial which he 


may facet I trust I have bad 


thy O Lord, in this act o! 
mine. I have prayed for it; and sure- 
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ly thou art a frayer hearing, an- 
swering God......... deodisdvscbe 

Should it prove that this situa- 
tion, is the right one; and God 
should convince me that it is Ais will, 
I trust I shall submit, without one 
murmuring thought, and that I shall 
be made willing, yea, desirous to 
go where he may point out, atid 
give over my fond anticipations of 
happiness near my friends; I would 
make it my most earnest and con- 
stant frayer, that God would show 
me his own hand at work in it. 

June 3d.—Rise soon after the 
dawn, dress quickly, devote a por- 
tion of time to praver, make espe- 
cial supplication of God, for grace 
to act aright in this affair, which 
involves my happiness, perhaps in 
the next world, as well as the pre- 
sent; pray to know His will, and do 
it. Read in the Bible, both Old 
and New Testament—if I find my- 
self inattentive, read the chapter o- 
ver, ask of God an understanding 
heart,—read “Doddridge’s Expo- 
sitor,’ alter breakfast, ‘Milner’ 
aloud, review Geography, with 
Maps, and Books containing useful 
information; in this way be employ- 
ed till about two, then exercise. Try 
never to be idle, in or out of com- 
pany; but always to be doing some- 
thing useful, strive to make up for 
past misspent time, by a diligent use 
of my remaining days—when I hear 
the Bible or other books read, strive 
to keep my attention f.ced, and to 
frofit thereby, strive to break my- 
self of the habit of sleeping in the 
day, or even sitting on the bed— 
when | fail in any of these farticu- 
lars, would wish to impose some 
penalty on myself, which may best 
tend to prevent a recurrence of 
the same: in the whole, would wish 
and fray, to have an eye-.to God’s 
glory; endeavour to prepare myself 
for usefulness, that when it may 
please God to place me in a new 
and enlarged sphere, 1 may not be 
wholly unprofitable. 
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For the Theological Repertory. 
. Battimore, Jan. 27, 1824. 

Messrs. Editors: In your Maga- 
zine for the month of January, you 
have thought proper to publish a 
piece on the Baltimore Edition of 
Mrs. Sherwood’s Stories, in which 
my name is brought before the pub- 
lic. 

In the first place, the Ladies en- 
gaged in this work, and myself, are 
classed among the opposers of “e- 
vangelical sentiments.”” To say no- 
thing of myself, I will venture to af- 
firm, in behalf of these ladies, that 
nothing was more remote from their 
intentions, than to oppose evange- 
lical setiments, provided the term 
be used ina correct sense. Their 
characters, with all who know them, 
raise them far above such a suspi- 
cion as this. Their exertions and 
their talents are most laudably em- 
ployed, in spreading the knowledge 
and the influence of the gospel of 
our Saviour, particularly among the 
children of the poor. But if the 
epithet evangelical is to be viewed 
as a party term, the piety and the 
good sense of these ladies yield a 
sufficient security, that they woukl 
never descend to its use. 

The next charge exhibited a- 
gainst this society and myself, is 
that ‘we have mutilated and chang- 
ed the character of Mrs. Sher- 
wood’s book, and that we have 
made her io speak language, what, 
in her soul, she did not believe.’ 
Had your correspondent taken the 
trouble to read an advertisement 
by the society and a note by me, 
prefixed to the book, he would have 
found, that the ladies have taken 
upon themselves to adapt the style 
to the taste and language of our 
country, and that “I have made a 
few alterations principally to main- 
tain the views, and to illustrate the 
doctrines of the Church, as contain- 


ed in the Catechism, and that I have 


omitted some texts of scripture, when 
T supposed their meaning was mis- 


EE 
fn ee 





BALTIMORE EDITION OF MRS. SHERWOOD’S STORIES. 


— 





247 


taken.” I assure you, and your cor- 
respondent too, that I have no wish 
that Mrs. Sherwood’s sentiments 
should pass for mine, or mine for 
hers. And asthere is an American 
edition, without any alterations, there 
is a complete option left either to 
use it or the revised one. A most 
reputable Episcopal clergyman in 
this country, had it in contemplation 
to have revised the work as I have. 
done; but this I did not know until 
I had proceeded almost to the end 
of the book. 

I should never have blamed your 
correspondent Omega, for exhibit- 
ing Mrs. Sherwood’s sentiments 
and mine in opposition, had he done 
it faithfully. 

The paragraph taken from the 
Ist story and placed under my 
name, is literally that of Mrs. Sher- 
wood, with the exception of the 
words, we Aofle. These were left 
out upon the principle, which I an- 
nounced in my note, to maintain 
the views of the Church. For nei- 
ther in the Catechism nor in the 
Baptismal service, is there to be 
found such an expression. The 
framers of these, were men more full 
of faith, than to believe that the sa- 
craments ordained by Christ were 
empty ceremonies. But I am re- 
presented as having left out, do 
earnestly, and may accept him, in 
that. There are no such expres- 
sions in my edition, and if there be 
in any other, it is Mrs. Sherwood 
against Mrs. Sherwood and not me. 
This however forms no apology for 
your correspondent. 

The next paragraph from the se- 
cond story, I am represented to have 
omitted entirely. This is not so. I 
have not omitted it, but I have made 
it to correspond with the only prayer, 
which succeeds the act of Lintiean, 

xcept the Lord’s prayer. Mrs. 
Sherwood makes her clergyman, 
implore Almighty God, in behalf of 
the infant, “that, whereas it had al- 
ready received the outward and visi- 
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ble sign of baptism, it might in lik« 
manner be endued with the inward 
and spiritual grace.” My clergy 
man, “blessed the infant, and pray- 
ed, that as he was now made a 
member of the Church of Christ 
on earth, he might also be a mem- 
ber of the Church in heaven ’* By 
referring to the prayer in the Office 
of baptism; the reader will be able 
to decide which of our clergymen 
are the most correct. The latter 
clause of the sentence I have omit- 
ted, because it implies an erroneous 
application of a text of scripture 
The declaration of our Lord refer- 
red to the smallness of the number 
of christians, and not to their in- 
fancy. . 

Where your correspondent has 


found his sentence from the 3d sto- . 


ry, placed under the name of Mrs. 
Sherwood, I cannot tell. That 


placed under my name, is literally | 


taken from Mrs. Sherwood’s book, 


course, the censure intended for me 
belongs to her. 

Another charge brought against 
me is, that I have left out the story 
of the Mussulman woman. 
reason why I did this, was because 
the whole conversation had been 
about the baptism of an infant, and 
I have found, that the most materi- 
al errors, with regard to this sacra- 
ment, have arisen from confounding 
infant and adult baptism. It is not 
sufficiently attended to, that the con- 
dition and the conduct of the recipi- 
ents, are distinct things from the 
privileges of baptism. In infants 
we can conceive no difference, un- 
less upon the theory of modern Cal- 


vinists. Still the consequences will. 


greatly depend upon their being 
brought up in the purture fee admo- 
nition of the Lord, The pl 
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seed was not sown, any more ‘than 
that no talent was given, when it 
was not improved. 

My condemnation however is not 


yet finished. The last step in the 


climax of my iniquities, is yet to be 
taken. It seems, that I have thus 
described the ordinance in question: 
‘To be baptized in the name of the 
‘-Father, and of the Son, and of the 
“Holy Ghost, is the way appointed 
‘by the Great Head of the Christi-. 
‘an Church, to be initiated into that 
‘spiritual community and vested 
“with aright to all the privileges 
“of the covenant of Grace.” This 
definition has brought out the prayer 
and the lamentations of your corres- 
pondent, ina very serious manner. 
And still, I believe it will be found 
to correspond with the Creeds, Con- 


| fessions and Catechisms of almost 


every denomination of Protestants. 
Yet your correspondent views it as 


| a proof that I think nothing more 
without the variation of a word. Of 


necessary to salvation, but to be 
baptized. Of course he says, “if 
this be sound doctrine, then what 
“have we to do, but to urge upon 
“mankind, the necessity of being 
‘baptized, and if they are unwilling, 
“to baptize them by force.” Had 
he been so candid as to read the an- 
swer to the very next question, I 
think he might have saved himself all 
anxiety about the case and rendered 
me an act of justice. “I mean, that 
‘‘we are placed under the gracious 
“system of the Gospel, where we 
‘““may enjoy divine assistance and di- 
“vine means, to enable us to sub- 
“due the corruption of our natural 
“state, and to attain that holiness 
«without which no man shall see the 
Lord.” 

And now, Messrs. Editors, what do 
you think of the conduct of your cor- 
respondent? I am perfectly satisfied 
that he and you and I should stand 


grace nay I ee the public, for I know that 


je day we must stand before an 


er |} impartial God. And under this aw- 


1 ‘consideration, I assure you I 









een 








1824. 


should allow you both to pursue 
your course without molestation, 
were it not that I lie under a most 
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serious obligation to the Chureh of 


Christ. 
Iam, kc. JAS. KEMP. 


Review. 


——— 


Declaration and protest of the Wardens 
and Vestry of Christ Church, Cincin- 
nati, against the proceedings of Bishop 
Hobart and the Trustees of the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary of the Epis- 
copal Church, in relation te the mission 
of Bishop Chase to England. Cincin- 
nati, 1823. 


In our number for December last, 
we published a review of the letter 
of Bishop Chase to Bishop White, 
relative to the objects of the mission 
of the former to England, and the 
objections which had been made 
to it. It seemed demanded by the 
merits of a good cause; by our sym- 
pathy in the feelings of a respect 
ed Prelate, and by a sense of jus- 
tice in behalf of one, whom the voice 
of the Episcopal community, pro- 
nounced to have been hardly treat- 
ed. Since that time, the pamphlet 
mentioned at the head of this arti- 
cle, has arrived, and on many ac- 
counts, has seemed to require the 
agency of this magazine, in circu- 
lating its contents. Let no one at- 
tribute the exhibition of these inter- 
nal differences to the unchristian 
feeling, that can find a pleasure in 
the public exposition of what every 
lover of the Church must deeply 
regret should ever have been‘ori- 
ginated, and must ardently desire, 
390 soon as may be consistent with 
justice, to bury in oblivion. A dis- 

ition wantonly to uncover the 

t nakedness or deformity in any 
part of the Church, or in any indi- 
vidual of her membership, it were 
but tameness to assert, we entirely 
disown. A trait of character so 
base, it is the duty of a christian, en- 
Vo1. 5....No.7.—G ¢ 








tirely to abhor. But however un- 
»leasant it may be, to keep alive the 
remembrance of unhappy oc cur- 
rences; instances are not unfrequent 
in which expedience and justice re- 
quire it should be done, and in which 
the instrument of the deed is alto- 
gether to be justified. Of this na- 
ture, is the instance, in relation to 
‘which the pamphlet entitled “De- 
claration and Protest,” &c. was 
published. The Vestry and War- 
dens of Christ Church, Cincinnati, 
as members of the Diocess over 
which Bishop Chase presides; as 
citizens of the Town in which he 
lives, and as worshippers in the 
Church where he worships and of- 
ten preaches; have of course, been 
wounded by the treatment of their 
Bishop, and most naturally aroused 
to declare and protest against the 
proceedings of Bp. Hobart and the 
Trustees of the General Theological 
Seminary, in relation to the mission 
on which he has sailed to England. 
They had weapons in their hands, for 
the defence of their diocesan and the 
measures of his Convention, which it 
would not perhaps have been expedi- 
ent fortheir Diocesantoemploy. His 
part it was, to state the case modest- 
ly and calmnly, as he has done. It 
was theirs more properly, to declare 
and protest, and employ all the instru- 
ments of defence, contained in the 
pamphlet before us. And inasmuch 
as they feel themselves aggrieved, 
it is pre they should be heard: 
and since they have declared so res- 
pectfully and yet so plainly, and 
have so modestly and yet 


so firmly, making out a plea which 
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none can read without deference 
for its reasonableness and commen- 
dation for its force; it seems but the 
dictate of common kindness, that 
every facility should be afforded 
them to press the merits of their 
cause, and distribute their antidote 
wherever the opposite opinions may 
have beenspread. Situated as they 
are, in the far-distant West; separat- 
ed from the field of operation, by 
mountains and almost impenetra- 
ble forests; their unassuming pam- 
phlet can spread but slowly its sensi- 
ble declaration, and indignant protest, 
and their cause must stand but a 
feeble chance amidst the exertions of 
its active and present opponents, un- 
less some friend of justice, will lend 
his pen and types upon the very are- 
na of the controversy, to speed on 
the diffusion of their arguments. 

With this view of the case, and be- 
lieving as we do, that they have had 
reason to feel aggrieved, and further- 
more, considering their whole cause 
a just one; we feel it but right to ex- 
hibit to our readers, so far as our 
space will permit, the substance of 
the paper before us. 

The plan of their argument is 
simply to make out the consistency 
of a diocesan Seminary, with the 
present arrangements of the Church, 
by a reference to an express stipu- 
lation to that effect in the records 
of the General Convention; and af- 
terwards to defend the propriety and 
expediency of a diocesan institution, 
in Ohio, against the particular ob- 
jections of Bishop Hobart, by a 
-simple array of arguments of his 
own showing, employed once in 
support of precisely a similar cause; 
and also by a brief exhibition of the 
state and necessities of the western 
diocess. We consider the former 
position so completely and easily 
. sustained, that it seems an ai 
in the operations of human mi 
that by any one acquainted with 
records of the Church, it should ever 
have been questioned. And as to 
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the latter, so complete are the wea- 
ma which the writings of Bishop 
obart furnish for the answer of his 
own objections, that it is surprizing 
that mere prudential considerations 
have not induced a silence upon any 
question leading to their use. 

The general objection, including 
all the others, is as follows: that the 
General Seminary “is peculiarly 
entitled to the patronage of all those 
benevolent individuals, who take an 
interest in the prosperity of the 
American Church,” and that it has 
‘“haramount claims” to all funds 
contributed for the education of 
youny Men, to the ministry of that 
Church. Now it is evident, this 
objection can only stand by the proof 
of one or other of the following po- 
sitions: tha: it is unlawful to esta- 
blish any other Theological Semina- 
ry; that, whether lawful or not, no 
other Seminary is needed. Sustain 
the latter or the former, and un- 
doubtedly, the General Seminary, 
has “paramount claims.” 

That it is not unlawful to establish 
any other Seminary, the author of 
this pamphlet, has shown by a brief 
recurrence to the history of the Ge- 
neral Theological Seminary. By 
this history we are informed, that 
when it was resolved in 1820, to 
mnove the Seminary from New York, 
to New Haven; a declaration was 
made by the House of Bishops, 
that in concurring with the resolu- 
tions of the other branch of the con- 
vention to that effect, they did not 
mean to interfere with any plan then 
contemplated or that might there- 
after “be contemplated for the 
establishment of theological institu- 
tions or professorships.” ‘This de- 
claration was made at the sugges- 
tion of the Bishop of New York, 
as the only condition upon which 
he and the delegation from his 
diocess, would assent to the remo- 


val.” This should be enough, one 
‘would suppose, to establish the /e- 


gality of a diocesan Seminary. The 
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only argument we have ever known 
to be used in opposition, is this: that 
inasmuch, as in the subsequent re- 
moval of the Seminary to New. 
York, in 1821, when a new consti- 
tution was adopted, there was no 
repetition of the former declaration 
with regard to diocesan institutions, 
it must be concluded, the House of 
Bishops did then mean to interfere 
with their establishment. But this 
is extremely weak. The identity of 
the Seminary was preserved when 
returned to New York; and, there- 
fore, supposing the Bishops to have 
still adhered to their declaration, 
there was no call for its repetition, 
and supposing them to have dissent- 
ed from it, it was surely incumbent 
on them, for the sake of candour 
and clearness, to make known their 
dissent. But this having been o- 
mitted in 1821, we are necessarily 
dependant for their intentions at 
that time, upon the declaration of 
their views in 1820. 


The gentlemen of Cincinnati, have 
exhibited at large, the sentiments of 
the diocess of New York, at the 
time of the removal of the Seminary 
to New Haven, in relation to the 
lawfulness and expediency of dio- 


cesan institutions. They quote the 
Pastoral Letter of Bishop Hobart, 
written at that time, and intended to 
show the propriety of a separate in- 
stitution within the diocess of New 
York, Inthis letter, the author as- 
serted that it was “impossible for a 
moment to doubt the right of any 
diocess, to make any arrangement 
in consistency with the general 
canons of the Church, for the in- 
struction and aid of candidates, for 
erders who are under its charye.” 
He also asserted the improbability 
of the union of the various diocesses 
then existing or afterward to be es- 
tablished, in the support of one in- 
stitution; the impracticability of can- 
didates coming from all parts of the 
Union to the same place, He refer- 
red to the institutions in the Presby- 


MISSION OF BISHOP CHASE TO ENGLAND. 








251 


terian Church, for illustration of 
the above remark. He mentioned 
the doubt of the best friends of the 
Church, as to the propriety of the 
General Convention, legislating on 
the establishment of a General : 
inary; that the venerable presiding 
Bishop, had “always expressed his 
opinion in favour of provision being 
made by the different diocesses, for 
the education of candidates for. or- 
ders. The Rt. Rev. Author then 
employed the positive language of 
the following sentence: “The very, 
attempt to preserve unity of theolo- 
gical opinions, by a general institu- 
tion under the authority of the Con- 
vention, would lead to collisions and 
sefrarations.”” 

In addition to his Pastoral Letter, 
Bishop Hobart addressed a circular 
“to the principal members of his 
church in the city of New York,” in 
which, after stating his information 
that agents of the Seminary, then at 
New Haven, were making exertions 
in the diocess, for the funds of that 
institution, and that an agent was 
then in the city, for the same pur- 
pose; he suggested to those princi- 
pal members, the propriety of their 
‘‘not countenancing the applications 
of the Seminary at New Haven,” 
until acquainted with the result of 
the proceedings of their state Con- 
vention, soon to meet. 

At the Convention of New York, 
the Bishop in his address asserted, 
that it was the indubitable right of 
the Convention to make provision 
for the education of candidates; that 
the support of an institution in that 
diocess, did not necessarily imply 
hostility to the general institution, 
and that those who formed a prefer- 
ence to the latter might “withhold 
their sufifort from the “former, and 
still not deem it their duty to ofi- 


| frose it,”” 


Taking all these things into consi- 
deration, first the express stipulation 
at the instance of the Bishop of New 
York, in favour of the legality of 
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dhe subsequent establishment o: 
such an institution under the ausp:- 


duct of Bishop Hobart himself. Nothing 
that we could say could place, in a 


discesan institutions, together with strated, by the writings and by the con- 


ces of that’ Bishop; secondly the 
long continued opinion of the presid- 
ing Bishop, a8 to the expediency of 
diocesan Seminaries, together with 
the views of Bishop Hobart express- 
ed in his Pastoral Let:er, and the 
views of the Convention of New 
York expressed in the actual erec- 
tien of such a Seminary: thirdly, 
the opinion expressed by Bishop 
Hobart, against the “ paramount 
elaims’’ of the General Seminary, in 
his suggestion to the members of 
bis church, when an agent was in 
New York for the funds of that in- 
stitution; was it not natural and most 
weasonable that the people of Ohio 
sthould thence suppose the establish- 
ment of a Seminary in their diocess,; 
éndirély consistent with law, and 
prepriety: and should conclude that, 
at any rate, as to the question of its } 
expediency, they would not find op- 
position in him who was the first to 
fuatntain and publish the very argu- 
riémts on which they depended? 
Would it not have been most unrea- 
sonable in them to look for opposition 
ti that diocess where once a diocesan 
institution had beeu thought expedi- 
ént, even though, instead of moun- 
tains and forests and many hundreds 
of miles, its friends could only plead 
thé short and easy distance between 
New York and New Haven, as sep- 
arating them from the general.estab- 
lishment? - How little was it to be 
expected that from the diocess of 
New York, they should be told of the 
“paramount claims” of the General 
Seminary, and be censured as turn- 
if off into an unrightful channel, 
the funds which might otherwise be 

to that institution! 


stronger light, its objectional character. 
It ig an attempt to defeat an effort to 
build up our Church; an effort consis- 
tent with its established canons, and 
conformable to those views of good po- 
licy omengy enforced by Bishop Ho- 
bart himself, in respect to his own dio- 
cess. We cannot shut our eyés against 
the fact, that this attempt, both in mat- 
ter and manner, in consistency of purposé 
and in inconsistency of conduct, evins 
ces a spirit of dictation, dangerous to the 
unity, the harmony, the existence of the 
Church. Ifa General Seminary may be 
discountenanced and opposed, when a 
Bishop of New York is dissatisfied with 
its location, and with the extent of his in- 
fluence in it; and if, when the same Semi- 
nary is removed to his diocess and placed 
under his control, it has “ 
claims’ to all charities, no matter b 
whom conferred, or by whom solicited; 
if no measures can be kept with those 
who seek charities which it claims; if the 
Bishop of New York can be sustained 
by his brethren, in proclaiming his re- 
solution to shun association with a bro- 
ther Bishop in the pursuit of a legitimate 
object, lest such association, in the eyes 
of others, should give countenance to 
that object; if, upon such account, he is 
permitted to avoid the society of his 
eqttals, itis evident, that in these United 
States, a superiority is assumed by one 
“neem over —. "ag. penne to 
im, strongly resembli at originally 
claimed over his Brothas by the Bishop 
of Rome, upon which claim the papal 
power was gradually established. 

We repeat, we have seen these things 
with surprize and sorrow. We 
against the claim set up in behalf of the 
General Semi > as having no founda- 
tion, in justice, in reason, in propriety, 
in the unity of the Church, or in the fit- 
ness Of things. We protest against the 
interference of the standing committee 
of that institution, with the mission of 
our Bishop, as an instance of the spirit 
that might arise, and the danger that 
might be apprehended, should the Gen- 

Convention extend its enactments 
to subjects on which there are clashin 
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‘Hobart in his pastoral letter 


‘cady quoted. We protest against the 
whele tenor of Bishop Hobart’s ae 

shop Chase, as a strong instance 6 
ayatte ftom that enutent respect to- 
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ward each other, which 
be observed a " we Pro- 
test against the en Pee e by 
Bishop Hobart, that appearance in 
England, at the same time with Bishop 
Chase, might lead to the supposition 
that Bishop Chase’s mission was a 

ed by him; because, this suggestion as- 
sumes the principle, that the approbation 
of Bishop Hobart was necessary to au- 
thorize and countenance the mission, 
and virtually subverts the independence 
of our diocess and Bishop. We protest 
against his declaration, that “it may ap- 
pear his duty to take some pains to pre- 
vent the impression, that a measure 
deemed so injudicious and inexpedient, 
dy the Bishops and the great body of 
the Church, is approved by them;” as 
asserting 
himself, and a fact with respect to others, 
which, in our opinion, does not in either 
case exist; and as avowing, at the same 
time, an unjustifiable intention to cast 
suspicion and discredit, upon a portion of 
the Church not under his direction, and 
upon the conduct of one of his brethren, 
as independent, in matters of Church go- 
vernment, as himself.. And we protest 
against the threat, in case our Bishop 
prosecutes his object, to assert in Eng- 
land the paramount claims of the gene- 
ral institution; as a most unwarranted 
attempt to intimidate an equal, in the 
prosecution of a lawful and benevolent 
enterprize; a threat rendered more ob- 
jectional by the fact, that the assertion 
of a paramount claim, in the general in- 
stitution, would be unfounded in princi- 
ple, according to the opinion maintained 
and pressed upon his diocess by Bishop 
Hobart himself, and according to the 
conduct of that diocess, which establish- 
ed a diocesan seminary when the Gene- 
ral Seminary was located at New Haven.” 


The phiet under review, is 
concluded with some remarks im 
illustration of the expediency of a 
Seminary in the West, grounded 
upon the necessity and the difficulty 
of obtaining a ministry adapted to 
the peculiar circumstances of the 
country. The views of our West- 
ern brethren on this subject we have 
no doubt are not only entirely canon- 
ital, bat entirely Christian, and to 


t always to 


ws the arguments for their reasona- 


bleness, have all the appearance of 
soundness and troth. 
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It has seenred to many, @ very ex 
traordinary en the part 
of the Trustees of the General Sem- 
inary, to take up this subject and 
endeavour to prevent the suceess of 
Bishop Chase in Englandy as they 
have done. Even supposing there 
could be no question as to the im 
propriety of the Bishop’s mission; yet 
considering the relation: fre bore. te 
them as a member of their Board, 
it has the appearance of indelicaey 
and disrespectfulness. But when we 
take into consideration, the fact, that 
so many of the members of the 
Church of every order, do actually 
approve of the mission, or at least 
do not condemn it on account of 
interference with any “paramount 
claims” of the General Seminary; 
and also that the Trustees instead 
of being empowered to determine 
the particular channel for the con- 
tributions of the Church, and mark 
out the boundaries beyond which it 
is unlawful for the Bishop of Ohio te 
proceed, are the mere agents of the 
Church, for the reception and appli- 
cation of such funds as may come 
to their hands; it cannet too much 
be marvelled, that the Trustees 
should have so compromised their 
dignity (to use no stronger expres- 
sion) as to send over to England a 
resolution amounting to a mere 
complaining assertion, that the peo- 
ple of that country should: not be- 
stow their assistance upon Bi 
Chase, but upon them. To say no- 
thing of the very unpleasant situation 
in which this gentleman must be 
placed, wherever the tesolution of 
the Trustees, is received and re- 
specied; what an unfavourable idea 
does the proceeding convey to ‘our 
English brethren of the condition of 
this Church? “How little must be 


the: will say,) in which 
the Eplveopal offce is held, and how 


| must be the order and re- 
ru of the Church; where im- 
stead of a Convention or some regu- 


iar legislative body, a Boatd of 
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Trusteés ofa T Seminary, 
eure to terre: rege ms an 
op upon oings of a Bishop; 
and not only so, but by a formal re- 
solution, to arrest his success and 
represent him to the world, as inter- 
fering with claims which, without 
the least authority as a judicial tri- 
bunal, they have pronounced as ‘pa- 
ramount.”” When the Trustees 
shall have been constituted a com- 
mittee of claims, they will be early 
enough in undertaking such mea- 
sures. 

Before we relinquish this review, 
there is a little more to be said. It 
is pleasant to the friends of diocesan 
institutions, that they are able to 
make out from the writings of one 
so high in the Church, as the Bish- 
op of New York, so positive a con- 
tradiction to all the objections with 
which they are assailed. For the 
sake of displaying the ground of this 
remark, we will mention the objec- 
tions one by one, and after each, in 
the Bishop’s own words, exhibit the 
answer. | 

It is objected, that in conse- 

ence of the establishment of a 

Theological Seminary, | 
there remains with the separate dio- 
cesses, no right to institute any other 
Theological Seminary for the in- 
struction of candidates for orders. 

Answer. “Jt is impossible for a 
moment to doubt the right of any 
diocese to make any arrangement 
which they may deem firofier, in 
consistency with the general canons 
of the Church, for the instruction 
and aid of candidates for orders 
who are under its charge.” —{ Pas- 
toral Letter of 1820. 

It is obj » that there is no 
utility in any diocesan ~ Seminary, 
since a general Institution has been 


——— 


a 
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established, inasmuch as all may 
éome to the latter, and enjoy advan- 
tages at least equivalent to those 
which any other can afford. — : 

Answer. Jt can hardly be sup- 
nosed, that the various diocestes 
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that are or may be established 
throughout this immense continent 
will unite in sufifort of one theolo- 
gical institution: or that it will be 
frracticable for candidates for or- 
ders, to. come to one filace for in- 
struction, from all parts of the uni- 
on, ——| Past. Let. 

It is objected, that diocesan insti- 
tutions will have a tendency to divi- 
sions of opinion and separations in 
the Church, and that a general one 
is the only way of avoiding these 
pernicious evils. 

Answer. “The very attempt to 
frreserve unity of theological oftin- 
ions, by a general institution, under 
the authority of the Convention, 
would lead to collisions and sefar- 
ations.” —[ Past. Let. 

It is objected, that to cherish dio- 
cesan institutions, implies disrespect- 
fulness to the enactments of the 
Church, and is a setting up of the 
opinions of a part, against those of 
the great body of Episcopalians. 

Answer. “In the exercise of an 
indubitable right, and without heing 
liable to the charge of violating the 
unity or contravening the authori- 
ty of the Church, we may make 
hrovision for the education of can- 
didates for orders.”—[{ Address to 
the Convention of. N. Y. ufion the 
subject of a diocesan Seminary. | 

It is objected, that diocesan insti- 
tutions cannot be supported without 
the implication of opposition to the 
General Institution. 

Answer. “Jt is a circumstance 
calculated to frrevent a division of 
our councils, on this subject, that 
the sufifrort of an institution in this 
diocess, does not necessarily imply 
hostility to the General Institution, 
and that even those who from a de- 
cided preference for the latter, may 
withhold their support from the 
Sormer and still not deem it their 
duty to oppose it.” —[ Address &c. 

It is-objected, that the claims of 
the General Seminary on the con- 
tributions of Episcopalians, are far 
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amount to those of any other institu- 
tion for the education of candidates. 

Answer. May I be permitted 
respectfully to suggest, the fproprie- 
ty of your not countenancing the 
applications of the Seminary at 
New Haven’ (the general Semina- 
ry ) “until you are acquainted with 








PALESTINE MISSION. 


Letter from the Missionaries at Malta. 
Matta, Oct. 13, 1823, 

Dear Sir: Agreeably to your ex- 
hortations, we have endeavoured to 
push forward the business of the 
Press as fast as possible; and all the 
information that has come to us from 
different quarters, has contributed 
to augment our hopes concerning 
the extensive and permanent utility 
of this printing establishment. A- 
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the result of the proceedings of the 
Convention,” (the New York Con- 
vention) “when you will be detter 
enabled to form a correct determi- 
nation.”—=|{ Circular letter to the 
hrincipal members of the Church 
in New York, Oct. 1820. } 


MISSION. 


Baptist, 1000 38 
On Eternity, 2dzed. 1000 16 
The Young Cottager, 1000 87 
The Shepherd of Salisbury 

Plain, 1000 73 
William Kelley, 500 45 

IN THE ITALIAN LANGUAGE. 
Dairyman’s Daughter, 1000 78 
William Kelley, $00 32 
Progress of Sin, 500 16 
Traveller and Yourself, 500 12 
Payson’s Address to Mariners, 

2d edition, 16 








mong Roman Catholics, our Tracts 
are not likely, at present, to find a 
very extensive circulation; but even 
here, the field is not so limited as it 
once was: but among the Greeks, 
the field is as wide as their nation, 
and we are not aware that any obsta- 
cle of magnitude lies in the way of 
circulating among them as many 
Tracts as we please. It will pro- 
bably be interesting to you to know 
what Tracts we have printed, and 
for your information we send the 
following list: 


IN THE GREEK LANGUAGE. 
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We have now in the Press, a 
Spelling Book in Greek, which will 
make a volume of about 160 pages 
of the same size as the Tracts we 
have sent you. This Spelling Book 
we are printing for the Rev. S. S. 
Wilson, of the London Missionary 
Society, for which he is to pay us the 
prime cost. The edition is 1000, of 
which we take 200. Thé work was 
compiled by Mr. W. and in our opi- 
nion is well adapted to promote the 
interests of the Greeks. We hope 
the Board will approve of this step. 

[From the following paragraph it 
appears, that two of the brethren 
expected soon to leave Malta for Pa- 
lestine. l'rom all that has come to 
the knowledge of the Committee, 
this resolution seems to have been 


wisely preg I 
From the favourable 





Tracts. Edition. Pp. 

Daityman’s Daughter, 2d ed. 2000 119 

Negro Servant, 500 32 

Payson’s Add. to Mariners, 1000 22 
Short Prayers for every day 

* in the week, 500 70 
4 Tract on Redemption, by 

Dr. Naudi, 72 

Sixteen Short Sermons, 1000 48 

Progress of Sin, 1000 20 

The Traveller and Yourself, 1000 14 
Life and Martyrdom of John 








tions of Mr. Fisk, from Jerusalem 
and Mount Lebanon, we have been 
induced to believe that a family may 
reside in either of those places with 








there from him, from which they 
may learn which is, on the whole, the 
more eligible situation at present— 
Mount Lebanon, or Jerusalem.-- 
We all feel that it is desirable to be 
in Palestine as early as possible with 
any reasonable prospect of safety. 
Mr. Fisk expresses a wish to see us 
there, and a conviction that we may 
be safe with a family. 

_ Letters from Palestine. 

[We have already mentioned the 
arrival of Messrs. Fisk and King at 
Jerusalem, near the last of April. 
They continued in that city and its 
vicinity till the 27th of June, when 
they left the city for a temporary re- 
gidence on Moynt Lebanon. Mr. 
Wolff remained at Jerusalem. At 
Saide (Sidon) they had the happiness 
of meeting with the Rev. Mr. Lewis, 
@ missionary from the London Jew’s 
Society. .He came out with the 
Rev. Lewis Way, whose kindness 
our missionaries gratefully acknow- 
ledge. Qa the 10th of July, they 
arrived at Beirout, at the foot of 
Mount Lebanon. Mr. Fisk resided 
at the latest date, (Aug. 2]) at An- 
toora, on Mount Lebanon, in a house 
which was*formerly a college for Je- 
suits, but was hired by Mr. Way, 
for a Mission Hoyee, and devoted to 
the use of such missionaries as might 
come to Palestine. Mr. King was 
in a family at Der el Kamer. 

[The following are brief notices 
from two letters of Mr. King, one to 
S. V.S. Wilder, Esq. the other to 
Mrs. W., who it will be remember- 
ed were generous patrons of Mr. 
King, while he was at Paris. ‘he 
letter to Mr. W. is dated, Moun: 

‘alo 
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which we 6o often conversed in the 
garden of Nanterre, and in the little 
consecrated room at Paris. My feet 
now stand on that awful hill, where 
our dear Lord and Saviour poured 
out his soul unto death, and finished 
the work ef man’s redemption! Here 
the arms of everlasting love were 
extended on the cross, and here the 
meek and tender heart of the Son of 
God was pierced with a spear!— 
Here flowed that precious blood 
in which our polluted souls must be, 
cleansed or be lost forever. 

I suffered much in the wilderness 
from scerching winds, which were 
sometimes indeed dreadful to bear, 
and also from want of pure water. 
All this however, I as it were forgot 
the moment my feet entered within 
the limits of Canaan. Thus will 
the soul redeemed from sin, forget 
all the trials of its earthly pilgrimage, 
as soon as it enters the heavenly Ca- 
naan. 

I arrived here with my dear bre- 
thren, Messrs, Fisk and Wolff, just 
one week before the passover which 
we celebrated together on the anni- 
versary of that sorrowful night, when 
our Lord was betrayed into the hands 
of sinners and when he agonized in 
the garden of Gethsemane. 

We partovuk of the sacrament in 
a little upper room on Mount Cal- 
vary, where I lodge: Some of the 
bread and wine which you presented 
me on parting at Paris, and which | 
had preserved till my arrival bere, 
we used as the emblems of that bo- 
dy which was broken and that blood 
which was shed for the remission of 
sins.” 

From the letter to Mrs. W. we 
can make only one extract. 

“OF all the places I have visited, 
Gethsemane and the Mount of Ol- 
ives, Bethlehem and the field of the 
Shepherds, Zion and the waters of 
Siloah, delight me most. I would 
also add Bethany, the tewn of Mar- 
vay Mary and Lazarus, whom Jesus 
loved, and whem he used to visit. 
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The sun shines brightly on the 
Mount of Olives, which lies before 
me, and the swallows are flitting 
along by my windows; but, alas! the 
beautiful place where they used to 
build their nests, is now destroyed— 
‘Even thine altars, O Lord of hosts, 
my King and my God.’” 


From the London Missionary Register 
for October. 
CHINA. 

On the 2d of September, 1820, 
the late Emperor of China, Kea- 
king, who showed, after he came to 
the throne, the utmost aversion to 
the Christian Religion, as exhibited 
by the Romish Church, the only 
form in which he knew any thing 
of it, was suddenly summoned by 
Death to render an account of the 
use of that power over millions of 
men, which heaven had committed 
to him during a period of twenty-five 
years. On the ist of October, the 
following Paper was laid before his 
Son and successor to the Imperial 
Dienity:— 

Document, illustrative of Chinese Aver- 
sion to Christianity. 

Ying-ho, Commander-in-Chief of 
the National Infantry, kneels to pre- 
sent to his Majesty the particulars 
of a case, on which he requests the 
Emperor’s decision. 

The Metropolis, which lies im- 
mediately below the wheels of the 
Imperial Car, being a most impor- 
tant region, should at all times be 
searched with the greatest strict- 
ness. I, your Majesty’s slave, and 
those associated with me, therefore 
- gave the most positive orders to the 
officers and men under the several 
Tartar banners, to make a very full 
and careful search in all those dis- 
tricts which pertain to them; and not 
to allow any person, whuse circum- 
stances and character were not per- 
fectly plain, to lurk about. In con- 
sequence of this order, a scout, nam= 
ed Toomingleang, found out a cul+ 
prit of suspicious appearances, call- 
Von. 5.....No. 7—H h 
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ed Chinleenching. It was disco- 
vered that this man practised the 
Religion of the Western Ocean (i. 
e. Europe,) and therefore he, and 
three others of the same religion, 
were seized, together with a cross, 
&c. which were brought before us: 

We, your Majesty’s slaves, sub- 
jected them to a strict examination. 
Chinleenching gave the following 
account of himself: 

“I am a native of the province 
Ganhwuy, and am now in my 41st 
year. In the third year of Kea-king 
(twenty-two years ago) I came to 
Pekin, and lived behind the western 
four-faced turret, on the bank, get- 
ting a livelihood by carrying bur- 
dens and shaving heads; or by being 
a travelling barber. I now live in 
a barber’s shop, situated in Paoutize 
street. 

“During the Ist moon of the 1 Ith 
year (of the late Emperor, fourteen 
years ago) an acquaintance, whom 
I had known some time, whose name 
was Ho, induced me to enter with 
him the European Religion; and 1 
then went to the Church, and read 
prayers In the 6th or 7th moon of 
that year, the European Church was 
declared illegal, and put a stop to; 
and Officers of Government watch- 
ed it, and would not Jet ‘me enter; I 
therefore remained in the shop, and 
read prayers. The other three per- 
sons connected with the-shop are all 
of the European Religion. Wang- 
kew, the father of Wangszewih, 
came to the shop to procure hair, 
which was given him, and he carri- 
ed it to the. Fouching Gate of the 
city. I went after him, but could 
not find him: and waiting till it was 
very late, I could not get back into 
the city. I therefore sat down on 
the west side, and.was there till the 
fourth watch, when I was seized by 

yple connected with Government; 
and when I ‘confessed that I was of 
the European Religion, they carried 
me to the shop, and apprehended 
the three other men, and seized a 
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cross, and a catechism called Yaou 
le wan ta; and finally they brought 
us all here. _ It was I who induced 
Wang-kew to enter the European 
Religion. The man called Ho, who 
induced me to adopt that religion, 
died long since. I really have no 
desire to quit that religion; but only 

for mercy.” 

wo of the other men, it was 
found on examination, belonged also 
to Ganhwuy Province, and they re- 
ceived their religion from their fa- 
thers. Wangszewih belongs to Pe- 
kins and he followed jis father 
Wang-kew in the profession of the 
European Religion. They all de- 
clared they did not desire to quit 
the religion; but Wang-kew, when 
examined, said he had already for- 
saken it. ) 

Now, the European Religion is, 
by law, most rigorously forbidden: 
yet here, Chinleenchin has audaci- 
ously presumed to keep by him a 
cross and a catechism, and to read 
prayers with these three other men; 
which shows a decided disregard of 
the laws. We apprehend that this 
culprit may have propagated the 
religion, and deceived the multitude; 
or perhaps done something else 
which is criminal: it is therefore in- 
cumbent on us to lay these circum 
stances before your Majesty, and 
request your will, commanding, that 
all these four culprits, the cross, 
and the catechism, be together de- 
livered to the penal tribunal; and 
that the men be then subjected to 
a severe trial, and have their sen- 
tence determined. 

Reply, in the Emperor’s name— 
“Your Report is recorded and an- 
nounced.” 
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of that religion in China, instead of 
the phrase employed by the Catho- 
lic Missionaries, viz. ‘Teenchoo 
Keaou, which means, the “Religion 
of Heaven’s Lord,” a designation 
which imports great dignity; and 
even toa Chinese reader, appears 
venerable. 

It would seem that the Tartar 
Rulers of China, dread the intro- 
duction of what they choose to call 
the “European Religion;” not be- 
cause it differs from the ancient usa- 
ges of China, nor yet because they 
think it false; but lest it should be 
connected with European Politics 
and Governments, in such a way as 
to affect their own domination over 
the Chinese. : 

No form of Christianity is more 
dissimilar to the ancient opinions of 
China, than the Buddhism of India, 
the Tartar Shamanism, and the-re- 
ligion of the “Yellow Cap,’ i. e. the 
Thibetian Lamanism. 

The Shaved Head, of which the 
above statement reminds one, and 
the Long Tail of modern times in 
China, are all anti-Chinese, unknown 
to their fore-fathers, and imposed on 


“them by their Tartar Conquerors, 


on pain of death; which alternative 
was preferred by many of the old 
sons of Han, the dynasty in which 
the Chinese glory, and from which 
they take their national name. 

If the writer of this has not mista- 
ken, Ying-ho, the Commander-in- 
Chief, has long manifested himself 
an officious enemy of the Christians; 
and, if he has not some other sinister 
end, the bringing forward this (even 
according to his own showing) TRI- 
VIAL Case, indicates how anxious he 
is, that Taou-kwang, the new Em- 
peror, should confirm the edicts of 
his father. 

The Polytheism of ancient Chi- 
na—the worship of hills, rivers, de- 
ceased men and women, &c.—the 


worship of living human beings— 


Buddhism, Shamanism, and Laman- 
ism, as well as Atheism—are all tq- 
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lerated in China: the Monotheism of 
the Arabian Prophet is also tolerat- 
ed. Why then their hatred to the 
name of Jesus! 

The two nations professing Chris- 
tianity, at this day most respected by 
the Chinese, are the Russians on the 
north, and the English on the south 
and west of their empire. 

The Tartar Rulers know least of 
the English; and dread most the Rus- 
sians. From this circumstance it is, 
that the Russians are permitted to 
learn the Chinese language in the 
capital of the Ta-tsing empire, whilst 
the English have to learn it by stealth, 
a thousand miles away from the ca- 
pital, at the port of Canton, or at 
the Chinese-Portuguese islet called 
Macao. 

If Kings and Queens are expect- 
ed to be nursing fathers and mothers 
to the Church, is it incongruous, 
that they should become, as the an- 
cient fathers did, apologists for the 
Church? If it could be hoped that 
a good purpose would be answered, 
it is not perhaps unsuitable, that the 
great Emperor, Alexander, should 
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explain to the new Emperor of Chi- 
na the claims and the scope of Chris- 
tianity; and request for its peaceable 
professors, in that country, the free 
exercise of their religion. 

However this may be, it would be 
useful to the Court of St. Peters- 
burgh to know, that, according to the 
reports of the Missionaries of the 
Latin Church, who have been resi- 
dent in Pekin, the Students of the 
Greek Church, who live in the Chi- 
nese capital, by no means exhibit a 
decorous and orderly behaviour, but 
often disgrace themselves and their 
country. 

And when they entered unto the 
Heathen, they firofaned my Holy 
Name; when it was said of them, 
These are the preofile of the Lord ! 
And I had pity for my Holy Name; 
and Iwill sanctify my Great Name; 
and the Heathen shall know that I 
am the Lord.—Kzek. xxxvi. 20, 23. 

What answer his Imperial Majes- 
ty, Taou-kwang, may be pleased to 
give to the above communication 
trom the Commander-in-Chief, is 
not yet known. 


Domestic Intelligence. 


a 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Thomas 
Horrell, Missionary of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society, to his 
friend in this city, dated Ohio, Novem- 
ber 25th. 

I left Baltimore on Saturday the 
Sth instant, and as the season was 
so far advanced, I felt that it be- 
came me to delay no time, lest the 
navigation of the Ohio should be 
closed by ice. I reached Wheel- 
ing on Sunday morning, the 16th 
inst. where I preached in the even- 
ing of that day, and the Tuesday 
evening following. Brother Arm- 
strong’s labours in that place ap- 
pear to have been blessed by the 
Great Head of the Church. They 








have a neat commodious church; 
and although the congregation was 
small, 1 met with some who appear- 
ed to be diligently seeking the sal- 
vation of their souls. I left Wheel- 
ing on Wednesday the 19th, in a 
Steam Boat, hoping to arrive at 
Louisville by Saturday night. The 
river being very low, we proceeded 
slowly, occasionly sticking fast on 
the sand bars, until we ran violently 
ona rock, about mid-day, on Thurs- 
day; which caused our boat to 
spring aleak, and made it necessary 
for us to put ashore, and endeavour 
to eoauide for the safety of the pas- 


sengers and freight, there being 





about thirty persons on board; they 
were all landed safely at this place 
on Friday, where we must await a 
rise of the river, and some conveni- 
ent mode of conveyance. This town 
contains 1000 or 1200 mhabitants, 
many of them originally from New 
England. There is here a comfort- 
able church, owned by Congrega- 
tienalists, which is at present with- 
out a minister. I was invited to 
— for them last Sabbath, which 
, did twice; the audience was small, 
but attentive, and to appearance de- 
vout. Nota responding voice was 
heard whilst I was engaged in the 
performance of our truly excellent 
Liturgy. Of course there are very 
few Episcopalians here; they have 
had occasional visits from the Bish- 
op and Clergy of the diocess, but 
very few are to be found who even 
call themselves Episcopalians. I 
am boarding in the only family who 
feel any interest in the revival of the 
goodold church. Three unmarried 
ladies, whose hearts appeared to be 
cheered, at the sight of an Episco- 
palian Minister, composed the fami- 
ly; they appear to be truly in earn- 


est about the great work of their sal- | 


vation, and would esteem it their 
highest privilege to be enabled to 
attend on the ministrations of a faith- 
ful minister of our church. When 
I shall reach the place of my desti- 
nation is quite uncertain, but I shall 
avail myself of the first opportunity 
that presents itself. We have had 
a considerable fall of rain yesterday 
and to-day, which it is hoped will 
swell the river, and enable us to 
proceed in afew days.—[ Phil. Rec. 


The Treasurer of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America, ac- 


knowledges the receipt of Fifty Dol- | 


lars from the ladies of St. Andrew’s: 
Church, inthe city of Philadelphia, 
to constitute the Rev. G. T. Bedell 
a patron of the said Society. —{ Zé. 
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REPORT OF THE STATE OF THE 
CHURCH, - 


Presented to the General Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, in 
May last. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 226.] 


New York. 

The Diocess of New York con- 
tains cighty-nine Clergymen, (viz. 
—The Bishop, sixty-nine Presby- 
ters, and nineteen Deacons,) and 
127 Congregations. 

Since the last stated General Con- 
vention, the following persons have 
been ordained Deacons, viz.—Ben- 
jamin Dorr, Ambrose S. Todd, 
(since removed to Connecticut,) 
Henry P. Powers, (since removed 
to New Jersey,) Moses Burt, Peter 
Williams, Jr. (a coloured man,) Jas. 
P. F. Clarke, William Thompson, 
(since removed to Pennsylvania,) 
George W. Doane, Lawson Carter, 
Ezra B. Kellogg, (since removed to 
Ohio,) Phineas L. Whipple, Willi- 
am B. Thomas, Algernon S. Hol- 
lister, Alonzo P. Potter, Manton 
Eastburn, Thomas K. Peck, Levi 
S. Ives, William S. Irving, Richard 
Bury, William L. Johnson, (since 
removed to New Jersey,) Seth W. 
Beardsley, Burton H. Hecox, John 
Sellon and Augustus L. Converse. 
—Total 24. 

The following Deacons have been 
ordained Priests, viz.—The Rev. 
George Upfold, M. D. the Rev. A- 
lexis P. Proal, the Rev. Charles M’ 
Cabe, the Rev. Leverett Bush, the 
Rev. Henry M. Shaw, (since re- 
moved to Maryland,) the Rev. Wil- 
liam Barlow, the Rev. John Grigg, 
the Rev. Francis: H. Cuming, the 
Rev Deodatus Babcock, the Rev. 
Marcus A. Perry, the Rev. Willi- 
am. Richmond, the Rev. William H. 
De Lancey, (since removed to Penn- 
sylvania,) the Rev. Lawson Carter, 
the Rev. James P. F. Clarke, and 
the Rev. Benjamin Dorr.-—Total 15. 

The institution of the following 


‘Clergymen to their respective Rec- 


torships has taken place, viz.—-T he 
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Rev. William A. Clarke, to that of 
Christ Church, Balston-Spa, Sara- 


toga county; the Rev. Cyrus Steb- 


bins, to that of Christ Church, Hud- 
son, Columbia county; the Rev. 
Parker Adams, from South Coerolli- 
na, to that of St. John’s Church, 
Johnstown, Montgomery county; the 
Rev. Alexis P. Proal, to that of St. 
George’s Church, Schenectady ; 
and the Kev. Henry Anthon, to that 
of Trinity Church, Utica, Oneida 
county. 

The following Clergymen have 
also been settled in their respective 
stations, viz.—- The Rev. David Hun- 
tington, Rector of St. Paul’s and St. 
Mary’s Churches, Charlton, Sarato- 
ga county; the Rev. John V. E. 
Thorn, from Pennsylvania, Reetor 
of St. George’s Church, Flushing. 
Queen’s county; the Rev. William 
Richmond, from Pennsylvania, Rec- 
tor of St. Michael’s and St. James’ 
Churches, New York; the Rev. Pe- 
ter Williams, Jr. (a coloured man,) 
Deacon, Minister of St. Phillip’s 
Church, New York, of which the 
congregation is composed of colour- 
ed petsons; the Rev. George Upfold, 
M. D. Rector of St. Luxe’s Church, 
New York; the Rev. Benjamin 
Dorr, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Lansinburgh, Renselaer county, and 
Grace Church, Waterford, Sarato- 
ga county; the Rev. Jonathan M. 
Wainwright, Rector of Grace 
Church, New York; the Rev. Geo. 
Ww. Seone, Deacon, a temporary 
assistant Minister of Trinity Church, 
New York; the Rev. Lewis P. Bay- 
ard, from New Jersey, Rector of 
Trinity Church, New Rochelle, 
Westchester county; the Rev. Sam- 
uel Phinney, Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Ithaca, Tomkins county; 
the Rev. Wm. B. Thomas, Deacon, 
Minister of Trinity Church, Fishkill, 
Dutchess county; the Rev. Wm. S 
Irving, Deacon, Minister of St. 
Mark’s Church, Le Roy, Genesee 
county; the Rev. Seth W. Beards 
ley, Deacon, Minister of Christ 
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| Deacon; the Rev. Levi S. Ives, Dea- 
| con; the Rev. Palmer Dyer, Dea- 
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Church, Sackett’s Harbour, Jeffer- 
son county; the Rev. James P. P. 
Clarke, Rector of St. John’s Church, 
Canandaigua, Ontario county; the 
Rev. Richard Bury, Deacon, Minis- 
ter of Christ Church, Daanesburgh, 
Schenectady county; the Rev. Man- 
ton Eastburn, Deacon, assistant Min- 
ister of Christ Church, New York. 
The Rev. John Sellon, Deacon, 
officiates to a congregation which 
occupies the building formerly the 
parish church of the parish of Christ 
Church; which congregation, it is 
expected, will soon be organized. 
Twenty Missionaries are now 
employed in this diocess; of whom 
the following have entered on their 
duties since the last stated General 
Convention:-—The Rev. Marcus A. 
Perry, from the Eastern Diocess; 
the Rev. Algernon S. Hollister. Dea- 
the Rev. Thomas K. Peck, 


con, from Connecticut; the Rev. 


| Lawson Carter; the Rev. Phineas L. 
| Whipple, Deacon; the Rev. Moses 
Burt, Deacon; the Rev. Frederick 
| 'T. Tiffany, 
| David Brown. 


Deacon; and the Rev. 

The following persons are candi- 
dates for orders: —George M. Ro- 
binson, Eleazar Williams, Samuel 
R. Johnson, Augustus @. Danby, 
David Osborne, Henry N. Hotch- 
kiss, Richard Salmon, Orsimus H. 
Smith, Marvin Cady, W. W. Bots- 
wick, Edward K. Fowler, W.C. 
Meade, Samuel Morse, Edward 
Neufville, Jr. Cornelius R. Duffie, 
Lewis Bixley, Wm. R. Whitting- 
ham, Danforth Billings, James L. 
Yvonnet, Benjamin Holmes, Isaac 
Low, Henry J. Whitehouse, Chas. 
P. Elliot, John Duer. 

It has pleased the Divine Head of 
the Church to preserve this Diocess 
‘rom any loss of its Clergy by d@&hb. 
It is painful, however, to be oblig- 
ed to’ notice that the Rev. James P. 
Cotter, a Presbyter, and the Rev. 
Asahel Davis, a Deacon, of the Di- 
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ocess, have been displaced from 
their respective grades in the minis- 
try, under the 7th Canon of the Ge- 
neral Convention of 1820. 

The following Churches have 
been duly organized, and received 
into union with the Convention of 
this Diocess:—St. John’s Church, 
Ogdensburg, St..Lawrence county; 
Zion Church, Russel, St. Lawrence 
county; St. Mary’s Church, Charl- 
ton, Saratoga county; St. Luke’s 
Church, New York; St. John’s 
Church, Ithaca, Tomkins county; 
Trinity Church, Fredonia, Chatau- 
que county; Trinity Church, Cher- 
ry Valley, Otsego county.—Total 7. 

The following Churches have 
been consecrated by the Bishop:— 
St. Luke’s Church, Rochester, 
Monroe county; St. Paul’s Church, 
Buffalo, Erie county; St. George’s 
Church, Flushing, Queen’s county; 
St. Luke’s Church, New York; 
Grace Church, Jamaica, Queen’s 
county; St. Philip’s Church, New 
York, (rebuilt after destruction by 
fire;) Christ Church, Binghampton, 
Broome county; Christ Church, 
New York.—Total 8. 

The Churches at Flushing and 
Jamaica have been erected in the 
place of former edifices, which had 
gone to decay. Christ Church, 
New York, has been built by the old 
parish of that name, who have dis- 
posed of their former Church; the 
present situation of which is noticed 
above. 

Again, the third time in less than 
eight years—the members of our 
communion in the city of New York, 
have losta Church by fire. In De- 
cember, 182}, St. Philip’s was des- 
troyed. Itis highly creditable, how- 

er, to the vestry of that Church, 

uich is composed of coloured per- 
sons, that the building was insured. 


s circumstance enabled them to 
erect on the same spot, the very. 
neat edifice which was comer 
in December last. 

The Missionary and Parochial re- 
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ports for the last three years, fur- 
nish the following aggregate: Bap- 
tisms (Adults 529, Infants 2713, not 
specified 1282,) 4524—Marriages 
1112—-Funerals 3488. 

The number of communicants 
reported at the last Convention, is 
4722. 

The number of persons reported 
by the Bishop as confirmed, since 
the last stated General Convention, 
is 1797. 

The collections for the Missionary 
Fund, reported at the last three Con- 
ventions, amount to $4603 254; and 
for the Episcopal Fund, to $1866 
834. 

Missionary labours continue to 
receive much atténtion, and to be 
very usefully prosecuted. The ap- 
pointment and charge of the Mis- 
sionaries rest solely with the eccle- 
siastical authority. There are a 
number of Missionary Societies; but 
their only object is to collect funds 
to be placed at the disposal of the 
Committee for Propagating the Gos- 
pel, which is appointed by the Con- 
vention, and of which the Bishop is, 
ex officio, chairman. As an impor- 
tant portion of our western country 
is included within the bounds of New 
York, and the rapid increase of its 
population renders obvious the duty 
of extending to it proportionable 
means for the diffusion of the prin- 
ciples and practice of the Gospel, it 
is gratifying to ‘find this section of 
our Church bestowing its efforts in 
this way. There are annually rais- 
ed, in various ways, within the Dio- 
cess, and devoted to this object, a- 
bout $2,500. The repofts of the 
Missionaries afford the gratifying 
hope that much good to religion and 
the Church is thus effecting. 

Besides these missionary exer- 
tions at home, the members of . the 


Church in this Diocess lent a will- 
ing ear to the late earnest and affect- 
ing appeal of the Bishop of Ohio for 
assistance to the Missionary Society 
of that Diocess, from the more fa- 
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voured sections of the Church in the 
Atlantic States. It appears by the 
returns of the agent of the Ohio So- 
ciety; that of the $2911 09, raised 
by him, $1339 17, were from the 
Diocess of New York. 

The several Societies of the 
Church in this Diocess continued 
their beneficial operations. Under 
their auspices, Bibles, Common 
Prayer Books, and Religious Tracts, 
are distributed in considerable num- 
bers, funds are raised for missiona- 
ry purposes, and the benefits of gra- 
tuitous Sunday instruction extend- 
ed to a large number of children 
and others. As connected with this 
latter branch of religious charity, 
may be mentioned the existence and 
successful operation, in the city of 
New York, of an Episcopal Charity 
School, originally established, long 
before the revolution, but lately en- 
larged and organized on Dr. Bell’s 
system, extending daily instruction 
to 250 poor children, and particu- 
larly devoted to their improvement 
in Christian knowledge and piety. 

It appears by the address of the 
Bishop to the last Convention, that 
there is now a fair prospect of secur- 
ing at Geneva, in this Diocess, what 
has been so long a desideratum in 
our church—a College, to be under 
the management and direction of 
her members. Should the efforts to 
this end prove successful, as there 
is every reason to hope they will, 
very essential benefit to the cause 
of our church and religion, may be 
anticipated. 

To this notice of matters relating 
to the outward state of the Church 
in this Diocess, it is gratifying to be 
able to add, that there is reason to 
hope, that in the much more essen- 
tial point of spiritual prosperity, the 
divine blessing continues to rest up- 
on it; and that in the enjoyment of 
this, very satisfactory evidence is 
afforded of the natural tendency of 
the institutions of our Church, and 
of conscientious adherence to her 
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primitive and evangelical order, to 
promote the interests of true Gospel 
piety, and with them, the glory of 
the Saviour, and the spiritual and 
eternal good of his people. 

New Jersey. 

In New Jersey the Church conti- 
nues gradually to improve. The 
number of Clergymen is thirteen; 
the Bishop, nine Presbyters, and 
three Deacons. The number of 
congregations is twenty-eight; eigh- 
teen of which have the enjoyment of 
regular service; the remainder of oc- 
casional service by a Missionary.— 
The number of Churches is twenty- 
five, which, with one exception, are 
in excellent repair. A new one of 
considerable size, to be constructed 
of stone, is in progress in Newton, 
in Sussex county, in which place no 
Episcopal Church has ever been 
erected. 

Since the last stated General Con- 
vention, the Bishop of the Diocess 
has admitted to Ciscionti orders, 
John Mortimer Ward; and the fol- 
lowing Deacons, viz. the Rev. Rich- 
ard F. Cadle, and the Rev. Henry 
P. Powers, to Priest’s orders. 

Within the same period, the Rev. 
Lewis P. Bayard has removed to 
the diocess of New York; the Rev. 
Simon Wilmer, to the diocess of 
Virginia; the Rev. Augustus Fitch, 
Deacon, to the diocess of New York; 
the Rev. Daniel Higbie, to the dio- 
cess of Delaware; the Rev. George 
H. Woodruff, (since deceased,) to 
the diocess of Pennsylvania; and the 
Rev. Abiel Carter, to Savannah, in 
Georgia. 

The Bishop has also, within that 
time, instituted the Rev. Richard F. 
Cadle, tothe Rectorship of St. John’s 
Church, Salem; the Rev. Jacob N 
Douglass, to the Rectorship of Trin. 
ity Church, Swedesborough; and 
the Rev. Henry P. Powers, to 
Rectorship of Trinity Church, New- 
ark. 

‘The Rev. John M. Ward has ta- 
ken chargé of St. Peter’s Church, 
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S 
elds and the Rev. William L. Johv- 
son, late of the diocess of New 
York, of St. Michaei’s Church, 
Trenton. 

Robert B. Croes is at present the 
only candidate for holy orders. 

The number of baptisms report- 
ed to the last thtee Diocesan Con- 
ventions, is four hundred and twen- 
ty-three. The number of persons 
who have been confirmed, is two 
hundred and eleven. The commu- 
nicants in the Diocess amount to a- 
bout seven hundred and forty * At- 
tention is generally paid to the Ca- 
nons and Rubrics of the Church, 
and her authority is :espected in the 
Diocess. 

The Sunday Schools are flourish- 
ing, and promise much good. Ve- 
ry considerable benefit is derived 
from the Missionary Fund, which is 
gradually increasing. It has alrea- 
dy been the means, under the divine 
blessing, ol preserving and rescuing 
several Churches from impending 
ruin, and of fostering and improving 
the condition of others, 

The fund of the Corporation for 
the Relief of Widows and Children 
of Clergymen, is likewise in a very 
prosperous state; upwards of $8000 
of which are now at interest. 

The Episcopal Society, of this 
Diocess, for the Promotion of 
Christian Knowledge and Piety. 
which was instituted principally for 
the distribution of Bibles, Prayer 
Books, and Tracts, has succeeded 
beyond calculation. Its support is 
derived chiefly from four or five 
congregations; yet it has been able, 
through the smiles of Providence, 
So idistribute, and almost gratuitous- 
ly, Upwards of two thousand Prayer 
‘Books, besides a large number of 
Bibles, and more thaw five thousand 
: Its permanent fund also 






pi og $1000. ; 
* Inthe last report there was ap.er! 


tor in the calculation, it ohould have 
been seven not eight hundred. 
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The congregations, with an oc- 
casional exception of one or two, 
are visited yearly by the Bishop. 

From all these circumstances, it 
‘6 evident that the Church in this 
Diocess is regularly improving, both 
i} its temporal and spiritual con- 
cerns. May it, under the blessing 
of its Divine Founder and Head, 
still progress and become instru- 
mental, in a higher degree, to the 
promotion of his glory, and the best 


interests of men. 
[ro BE CONTINUED.} 
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[From the Christian Advocate.]} 

A Cominittee consisting ol the 
Rev. Bev. B. Smith, George Clea- 
veland, and Doraster ooster, 
Esquires, was appointed to make 
such remarks on this report* as 
might be useful to the members 
of the Church in Vermont. These 
remarks are in the main judici- 
ous and well timed; though there 
are some points on which we should 
wish for further information, and 
others in which we think the spi- 
rit of conciliation has led to incau- 
tious admissions. With these ex- 
ceptions, we think the “remarks 
of the committee” an able and elo- 
quent defence of rights, which, if 
justice and equity had uniformly 
prevailed, would never have been 
called in question. ‘We therefore 
present the whole to our readers 
with one or two notes on those 
parts on which we could have wish- 
ed to have seen somewhat different 
language. 

“In addition to the facts contain- 
ed in the body of this report, in re- 
lation to the first grant and succee- 
ding history of these lands, as 
drawn from papers in possession of 
the agents, there exists a variety of 
others, which will sufficiently ex- 


* See December No, of Theological 
Repertory, page 187. 
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plain why such grants, and to sv 
large an extent, were made. Gov. 
Wentworth, under whose adminis- 
tration they took place, was himself 
an Episcopalian. But at that peri- 
od the number who thought like 
him was very small. They were 
emphatically a minor sect.* Con- 
gregationalists made up a vast maj: - 
rity of the colonists. Indeed that 
denomination was by the colonial 
government considered and treated 
as the established religion. In 
pursuing the reigning policy of the 
age, to promote the settlement of the 
new plantations, the government 
foresaw that they would be chiefly 
settled by the prevailing denomina- 
tion. Whatever encouragement, 
therefore, was necessary in those 
early periods for the introduction 
and support of religion, was less 
necessary for the reigning sect, 
than for minor ones.t Their num- 
bers constituted an obvious and 
sufficient resource. But it was pre 
sumed that Episcopalians would 
not be easily induced to remove far 
back into the remote settlements. 
without some reasonable hope and 
strong encouragement that they 
would be able to maintain the min- 


* We must again protest against the 
use of the term “sect’’ as applied to the 
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Episcopal church. If our doctrines, 
government, discipline, and worship are | 
those of the catholick church in the | 
days of her apostolick purity, how are 
we a sect? We presume that the wri- 
ters of these remarks would be the last | 
to admit that we are a “heresy,” yet, if | 
they will consult the New Testament, | 
they will find that “sect” and “heresy” | 
are synonymes. Qn this point we beg 
leave to refer our readers to our review 
of Bancroft’s Sermons, (vol. ii. p. 379.) 
Let us leave this loose language to those 
whose principles tend to separation: 
ours are all fitted to produce union and 
harmony.— Ed. 

t Here is again the same incautious 
admission. We assert, with confidence 
that there is not one “sectarian” or he. 
retical tenet to be found in our liturgy, | 
ordinal, or articles.— Ed. 





_has beer given, a final one. 
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istry and services to which they - 
were so strongly attached. What 
expectations were wanting from 
their numbers, needed to be sup- 
plied in some other way. Accord- 
ingly, whilst only one right of land 
was given to the first settled minis- 
ter, who, it was foreseen, would 
commonly be a Congregationalist, 
two rights were granted to Episco- 
palians, one, for a glebe, and the 
other for the benefit of the Society 
for Propagating the Gospel in Fo- 
reign Parts. 

“The first right, in most cases, 
fell into the possession of the ruling 
denomination; and, as it became, in 
fee, the property of the first settled 
minister, appears to have answered 
the very purpose which the gran- 
tors expected and designed 

“And under the expectation that 
the other rights would finally ena- 
ble them to support their own min- 
isters and services, several Episco- 
palians were induced to remove to 
the new townships. But, owing to 
a varicty of causes, their hopes 
have been deferred, baffied, and 
nearly destroyed. And the poste- 
rity of those persons who were in- 
duced to move into a region so Pre- 
mote from the field of Episcopal 
ministrations, are reduced to de- 
pend for the supply of them, upon 
their own exertions, and the small 
remnant of property which has at 
lengta been recovered. And it is 
presumed that no objections will be 
urged against their receiving pos- 
session of this property, since every 
other public right has been secu- 
red to its designated use and em- 
ployment. 

* But, if any such objections 
should be raised, it is difficult to 
see what they can effect. From 
the report of the agents it will be 
seem, that every arrangement was 
made to have the decision which 
The 


case was carried to the highest 


|j tribunal, was advocated by the most 
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nble counsel, and decided, after a 
ali investigation, by a court, the 

¥ constitution of which places 
its judges far above all personal or 
state influence. And in this case it 
is in vain to look for any sectarian 
prejudices,* for not only the same 
court, but the same judges, de- 
cided the glebe case against the 
Church, by which she is forever 
deprived of the use of those lands,t 
which has now given judgment in 
favour of the Society for Propagat- 
ing the Gospel. 

“It is presumed that no persons 
would be disposed to urge objec- 
tions against the recovery of the 
Propagation Lots, ifthey could be 
made to believe that the benefits 
which will be derived from them in 
future, will be far greater than any 
which have been hitherto realized. 

“It is confidently expected that 
this position will appear clearly and 
abundantly supported by a compar- 
ison of the nature and extent of the 
former and future good effects re- 
sulting from the application of the 
avails of these lands. 

“ No attempt will be made to un- 
dervalue or depreciate the benefits 
of education. Here the language 
of the most extravagant eulogy is 
scarcely the language of truth The 
invaluable effects of a good educa- 
tion, and of the widest possible dif- 
fusion of it, are far beyond all bu- 
man calculation. They are not to 
be made matter of cool mathema- 
tical calculation. They cannot be 
taken hold of, and counted and 
weighed. At the same time, they 
are known by effects too mighty to 
be overlooked, and are felt with an 
energy and a blessefiness which 
cannot be mistaken. Parents can- 
ot see how education blesses their 


esha 


jucizes in favour of the Church. Ed. 


+ We had an idea that this decision 


was not on the merits of the case, but 
with re to the person who had a 
Tight to bring the action. Ed. 
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offspring, but they can feel that 
under its influence they are grow- 
ing up to make glad their hearts. 
Children cannot feel the band which 
is mouldige their characters and 
their hearts, but they find them- 
selves growing up bold in thought, 
proud in feeling, aspiring in hope, 
and vigorous in enterprise. ‘The 
secret influence of general and good 
education is noiseless and annoticed 
in its progress, but its results are 
too mighty and toe glorious to pass 
unregarded. The community is 
blessed by it, through all its limits. 
And our homes are made the pure, 
contented, and happy abodes which 
we find them, in a great measure by 
means of the education which has 
exalted. their inmates. 

“But are these blessings tobe com- 
pared with those which flow from the 
ditfusion of Christian knowledge and 
piety ? Separate the ingredients of a 
vation’s knowledge from the ingre- 
dients of a nation’s morality, and what 
is their real estimation? They will 
prove the materials of ruin and des- 
olation. Clear heads are dangerous 
pioneers to bad hearts. Religion a- 
lone can sanctify knowledge, and 
make her the handmaid of happi- 
ness. Politicians are mistaken when 
they refer our civil and social ad- 
vantages chiefly to the diffusion of 
knowledge. It is much more fairly 
ascribed to the influence of religion. 
It is this which has prevented the 
curses which are inseparable from a 
state of intellectual culture, if moral 
culture does not keep pace with it. 
Intelligence elevates the character; 
but religion preserves it, when thus 
elevated, pure, and refined, and 
pre-eminently happy. 

“Other securities were provided 
for the diffusion of the less valuable 
of these blessings. The lands in 
question were consecrated to the. 
higher and better purpose. For 
many years they have been diverted 
from their designated and proper 
channel, and it is highly satisfactory 
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to the friends of the Church that al- 
though they have not been suffered 
“to make glad the city of our God,” 
they have been watering a fair gar- 
den, and maturing valuable fruits. 
And, on the ether hand, they cannot 
be brought to believe that good men 
will ever resist the application of | 
these lands to the high uses of 


4 





Christianity, upon the pretence that 


it will be robbing the state of a great | 
Surely the good sense and | 
the happy experience of the people | 


benefit. 


of Vermont will not suffer their 


schools to languish because lands, to || 
which they had no legal right, are | 
Tiey can- | 


withdrawn from them. 
nut be so ungrateful and unreasons 


ble as to charge upon Episcopalians | 
the jault of any injury which schools |; 
| 


may suffer from giving up an income 
to which their claim was unrighte- 
ous and illegal. 

* We are bound, therefore, to be- 
lieve that new efforts* will be made 
in behalf of schools; and in addition 
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to the blessings which the state will 
derive from their increased prosper- 
ity, it will find its moral and reli- 
gious character very much elevated 
and improved by the labours of 
those Clergymen -whom these funds 
willsupport. The sum of good, will 
thus be greatly increased; and the 
community will’ thus reccive unex- 
pected benefits from a decision 
which some affect to belicve will be 
a great disadvantage to it. 

“The grantors of the public rights 
appear to have been impressed with 
a very correct sense of the general 
advantages of both these methods of 
diffusing knowledge, and to have gi- 
ven no very equivocal expression of 
their estimate of the value of the one 


** It may not be improper to remark, 
that the annual amount secured to schools 
by law, is not in the smallest degree af- 
fected by their being deprived of the use 
of these lands. The only effect of this 


loss to the schools, will be that the taxa- 
tion in certain towns will be 
creased,” 


slightly in- ) 





) 
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method abeve the other, when they 
assigned one right to schools, and 
three to the support of religion. In 
the course of events, two of these 
have been secured for the benefit of 
schools, and one for the use of a 
minister. Now if it were a question 
with the community at large how 
the remaining right should be dis- 
posed of, we cannot conceive that 
it would completely reverse the de- 
cision of those excellent men, by 
giving three rights to the less valua- 
ble object, and one only to religion ; 
more especially as the doing of this 
would divest one denomination of 
Christians of two portions of land 
intended for them. It would surely 
scem to your committee, that all may 
well rest contented in the present 
equal division of these rights be- 
tween these invaluable objects. 
“These hopes may be rendered 
less sanguine, by the objection that 
the prejudices and partialities of the 
peop'e are such, that they will not at- 
tend the ministrations of the Epis- 
copa clergy. Still there are some 
few individuals scattered in almost 
every town, who decidedly prefer 
that mode of discipline and worship. 
And, in a region, which boasts of 
perfect toleration, it ought certainly 
to give general satisfaction and plea- 
sure, that any part‘of our population 
will at length have it in their power 
to worship Ged according to the 
dictates of their Own consciences. 
But your committee are unwilling 
to believe that the alleged preju- 
dices are so strong. They would 
deem it highly uncharitable, and 
would be exceedingly sorry to be- 


lieve, that a church, whose doctrines 


are so scriptural and pure, whose 
government is so excellent and an- 
cient, whose services are so deyo- 
tional and sublime, can be the ob- 
ject of such extreme dislike, that 
people will not attend upon its min- 
istry! They*are persuaded that the 
more the services of the Church are 
known; the better her doctrines gre. 
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| really. believed was his honest right! 


understood; and the oftener its min- 
| Episco alians have all along been 


istry is attended: the less will preju- 
dice have to say againstit. They 
cannot help thinking and maintaining 
that the Episcopal Church in this 
country and in England, possesses, 
on the ground of the learning and pi- 
ety of their clergy, and the abun- 
dance of their zeal and good works, 
in the Bible and Missionary cause, 
a claim upon the good feelings of 
Christian people, which will forbid 


them to avoid or oppose the Clergy- || 


men who may minister in Vermont. 

‘But it may still be insisted, that 
such are the existing partialities and 
prejudices in the state, that the Epis- 
copal Clergy will not find congrega- 
tions. If we are compelled to be- 
lieve it, who are in fault? Ifthe peo- 


ple will not allow themselves to be 
relieved from a part of the expense 
of supporting Clergymen; if they 
refuse to hear those who are sent 
among them, by means of the avails 
of the Church lands, are Episcopa- 


lians to blame? © Is the opprobrium 
to be cast upon them, of depriving 
the state of great and extensive be- 
nefits? Most assuredly, if the peo- 
ple of the state do not derive the 
greatest benefit from the expected 
application of the property which 
has hitherto gone to the support of 
schools. it will bé owing to a cause 
which Episcopalians, more than any 
other persons, will have reason to 
deplore. 

“It is very natural to presume, 
that amongst the variety of remarks 
which the, recovery of the ‘Propa- 
gation Lots’ will call forth, the mo. 
tives and designs of Episcopalians 
will be subjected to animadverson 
and censure. It becomes their du- 
ty, therefore, if they are able, to 

indicate their motives and inten- 


tions. And nothing can be easier | 


than to set them above the reach 
of reasonable suspicion or reproach. 
_ “1 surely can scareely be object- 
ed aveinst a man that he has been 
endeavouring to secure what he 








persuaded that their claim: to the use 
of these lands was unquestionable. 
The most eminent jurists advised 
them to prosecute those claims, con- 
fidently predicting ultimate success. 
And the Society in England, gladly 
relinquished to them their title, and 
delegated to them their powers. Is 
it surprising, then, or blume-worthy, 
that they have made an attempt at 
securing such a valuable extent of 
property? Would they have been 
doing their duty, either to them- 
selves or their posterity, if they had 
suffered these rights to have fallen 
into neglect and forgetfulness? And 
especially when the condition and 
relative circumstances of Episcopa- 
lians are regarded; when itis recol- 
lected that they are a scattered and 
opposed people; that they can sel- 
dom collect numbers sufficient to 
support a minister; that they are 
warmly attached to very peculiar 
rights and observances, which none 
but their own clergy can adminis- 
ter;—can it excite surprise, or incur 
blame, that they have exerted tiiem- 
selves to procure a provision for 
their ministers, which will in some 
degree obviate the difficulties result- 
ing trom their small numbers, and 
scattered situation? Insuchacase, 
is there a man living, or a society 
existing, that would not have been 
as active and energetic as the Epis- 
copalians are stated to have been? 
‘Again, certain views have been 
presented of the benefits which not . 
only Episcopalians, but the commu- 
nity at large, it is hoped, will derive 
from the recovery of these lands.— 
Now, Episcopalians are fully per- 
suaded of the correctness of these 
views. And there can be no doubt 
but their conceptions of the extent 
of these benefits are quite as glowing 
as they.should be. It may safely be 
granted that they are highly exag- 
gerated and extravagant; that ima- 
gination has outstripped the pace of 
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sober calculation; and that the good 
which will actually be secured, will 
not be, by any means, commensurate 
with their sanguine expectations 

“But, however false and visionary 
these views may prove to be, they 
certainly form a perfect exculpa- 
tion for Episcopalians. Benevolence, 
consistency, and religion, alike call 
upon them to exert thiemselves very 
actively in securing benefits which 
they believe to be exceedingly great. 
But their views cannot certainly be 
considered altogether visionary.— 
And far from being blamed for la- 
bowring to send abroad the services 
and the ministrations of a Church, 
which they honour and love, and re- 
gard as a peculiar safeguard to the 
most precious doctrines of the Pro- 
testant faith, they should be highly 
commended for it. 

“But this point is capable of being 
placed in a light still more convinc- 
ing. From the report of the agents 


it will be particularly observed, that 


the first movement towards securing 
the: Society lands in the United 
States to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, did not originate with the 
members or friends of the Church, 
but with the officers of the Society. 
The secretary was ordered to cor- 
respond with Episcopalians in this 
country, and to offer them for the 
support of their clergy, the posses- 
sion and use of all the property 
which was vested in that Society 
before the revolution. It appears 
that they were ignorant of the ex- 
tent of property which had been 
vested in them, but felt confident that 
they should still held it, whatever 
might prove its amount, under the 
treaty of 1783. This important fact 
will serve several valuable purposes. 
It will show that the right of the So- 
ciety to the lands which have recent- 
ly been recovered, appeared very 
obvious to its officers long before it 
had excited any controversy. And 
it will exculpate the Church from 


any blame which might be supposed | 
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to attach to her, for prosecuting the 
claim which was so freely and gene- 
rously resigned to her. What else 
could her friends have done? If 
they had refused the generous offer, 
it would most probably have been of 
no benefit to the state; for the Soci- 
ety would have prosecuted its claims 
in some other way, and the lands lost 
to the Church would not have been 
gained by the community. But they 
were not so unwise and ungrateful, 
as to disregard the noble propositions 
of the Society. They thankfully re- 
ceived the gift, and set themselves 
diligently at work to derive the ut- 
most benefit from it. And to expect 


. that they would have done otherwise, 


or to impugn their motives for doing 
80, is very unwarrantable and sur- 
prising. 

“Your committee cannot fail to 
regard the principles adopted by the 
agents, in relation to leasing the 
lands, and which they have announc- 
ed in their report, as highly accom- 
modating and liberal; calculated to 
leave a very favourable impression 
upon the minds of the people, and to 
quiet any needless fears by which the 
tenants or selectmen may have been 
excited. And they gladly embrace 
this opportunity of expressing their 
unanimous and very cordial appro- 
bation of the zeal and fidelity of the 
agents in the whole management of 
this important business. And, if 
their motives or proceedings are 
called in question, or aspersed by 
others, it is hoped that it will per- 
fectly satisfy them to be assured 
that Episcopalians not only confide 
most perfectly in their integrity, but 
feel greatly indebted to their judi- 
cious, active, and disinterested ex- 
ertions. 

“And your committee cannot 
close their remarks without adding 
a few words of caution. It is very 
much to be feared that the hopes 
which are raised by the recovery of 
these lands will] be far too h»; and 
that much more will be expected 
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from the agents than they can pos- 
sibly perform. Their avails will 
hot prove, by any means, as great 
as has been supposed and repre- 
sented. . The parishes must not ex- 
pect to be relieved altogether from 
any taxation for the support of the 
ministry. And they should be cau- 
tious not to reduce it too far; for 
more injury is done by raising taxes 
ever so little, thai good, by sinking 
them too low, or remitting them al- 
tegether. It will be expected there- 
fore, that the parishes will continue 
to contribute to the support of their 
ministers about in the proportion of 
their neighbours. And every assis- 
tance which can hereafter be afford- 
ed, the agents will readily grant. 
“It is feared that expectations have 
been raised, that the agents will ap- 
ply moneys to the erection of chur- 
ches. But a moment’s reflection 
will be sufficient to convince the 


friends of the Church, that no appro- | 
priations can be mure exhausting | 
If new churches are | 
built, parishes who have recently | 
erected them, may fairly expect re- | 
If they are built in one | 
town where there are lands, the in- | 
habitants of other towns, whether | 


and rumous. 
muneration. 


Episcopalians or not, will raise a cla- 
mour for the same privilege. 
thus a fund of ten times the extent 


of that entrusted to these agents, | 


would soon be cxhausted. 

“Each town which settles a min- 
ister, will have an unalienable right, 
after deducting expenses, tothe rents 
of the lands in that town for its use. 
If the inhabitants of such towns will 
erect a building for themselves, and 
settle a minister, they will doubtless 
receive peeence, in proportion with 

older parishes, and whilst they 
ng, perhaps, in ~~ pro- 


then, the membe _ of 


our communion are admonished not 
to suffer themselves to be deceives’ 
by any extravagant and unfound,4 
expectations, they are called upon to 
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exert themselves with new and in- 
creased ardour, in promoting the 
prosperity of the Church of their fa- 
thers. Can we receive into our 
hands so rich a token of the zeal and 
disinterested piety of the grantors of 
these lands, and not feel excited to 
imitate them in their work of faith, 
and labour oflove? Shall we receive 
at the hands of a merciful God, se 
great and such timely assistance, and 
not feel constrained to show our gra- 
titude, by new and unwonted exer- 
tions in the cause of bis Church? 
“Every noble sentiment, every 
grateful emotion, forbids that we 
should do otherwise! And your 
committee, therefore would unite 
with vou in earnest and continual 
prayers to Almighty God, that he 
may bless and prosper us, that he 
may enable us to improve the means 
put in our hands for the advance- 
ment of his church, and that he may 
dispose the hearts of all men to as- 
sist and rejoice in her prosperity, 
til our Zion shall become the joy 
and the praise of the whole earth. 
B. B. SMITH, 


D,. WOOSTER, 
G. CLEAVELAND.” 


— 
From the Philadelphia Recorder. 


Mr. Editor.—I have long regret- 
ted, that the admirable Treatise of 
Archbishop Potter, on Church go- 
vernment, was not more generally 
known and read, It has never been 
republished in this country, and the 
English copies are extremely scarce 
and dear. Considering that it con- 
tains. an irrefutable argument in fa- 
vour of the divine institution of Epis- 
copacy—an argument which has 
never been answered: it must be a 
m tter of congratulation to all the 
friends of the Church and of primi- 
tive truth and order, that we are 
likely to have this desideratum, sup- 


vlied by an American Edition for 


which Messrs. Potter & Co. of our 
city, have issued proposals. It will 
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be compressed into a convenient 
octave volume of about 300 pages, 
and furnished at a price within the 
means of most of your readers. It 
ought to be in the hands of every 
Episcopalian, indeed of every person 
who attaches value to whatever is 
consecrated by apostolical establish- 
ment and practice. 

It must be confessed that there is 
a lamentable ignorance in our com- 
munity in general, with respect to 
the grounds and reasons of the Epis- 
copal constitution of the ministry. 
And believing as I do, in my con- 
science, that we are not justified in 
departing therefrom, and that con- 
sequently we are bound to promote 
whatever is calculated to give cor- 
rect information upon the subject— 
I most cordially hail the prospect of 
the wide diffusion of the invaluable 
work above mentioned. 

A CHURCHMAN. 
p 
ORDINATION. 

On Tuesday the 6th ult.—being 
the festival of the Epiphany—an Or- 
dination was held, in Christ Church, 
in this city, by the Right Rev. Bish- 


op Croes; on which occasion Mr. } 


Samuel R. Johnson, and Mr. Wil- 
liam C. Mead, both of the Diocess 
of New York, were, in the absence 
of the Rt. Rev. Bishop of that Dio- 
cess, admitted to the Holy Order of 
Deacons. Sermon, by the Rev. 
Benjamin T. Onderdonk, an assist- 
ant Minister of Trinity Church, 
New York.—[¥V. B. Times. 
= 

We announce, what we have great 
pleasure in doing, that two new E- 
piscopal Churches have recently 
been organized on the island, under 
such favourable circumstances as 
encourage the hope of great useful- 
ness. One of them was organized 
en the 18th of December, at Man- 
hattanville, under the name of “ Sz. 
Mary’s Church.” 

The Rev. Cornelius R. Duffie 
has for some time past been enga- 
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ged in preaching in the large room 
at the corner of Broad-way and 
Broome-street, and has collected a 
respectable congregation; so large 
indeed that “the place is too strait 
for them,” and they are about to 


| erect a house of worship. The 


church was organized on Christmas 
day, under the name of“ St. Thomas” 
Church.’’ These two churches will 
make the number of the Episcopal 
denomination, in the city and coun- 
tv, seventeen; sufficient to accom- 
modate twenty thousand hearers. 
[Mew York Christian Herald. 


The widow of the late Phineas 
Terrel, of Oxford, Conn. has be- 
queathed nineteen acres of valuable 
land to the Episcopal Church in that 
township. 

The Widow Mary Bishop, of 
East-Haven, has bequeathed to the 
Episcopal Seciety in that place, @/# 
her rea/ estate, together with a silver 
tankard, amounting in the whole, 
to about one thousand dollars. 

= 


The Belés of Christ Church, in 
Philadelphia, were imported in the 
year 1754. Their first cost in Lon- 
don was 560/. 7s. 8d. sterling. — 
The tenor weighs 1800]bs—and the 
whole 8000lbs. The captain who 
brought them to Philadelphia, made 
no charge. They are muffled gra- 
tis at the death of any of his family. 
The man who put them up came to 
this country in the same vessel; hav- 
ing assisted in making them in Lon- 
don. He refused any compensation 
for his trouble, on account of the 
particular attachment he felt for this 
work of his hands. He merely re- 
quested that at his death they she 
be muffled without charge. Thi 
was accordingly done, not only in 
his case, but that of his wife.— 


|| Christ Church possesses two pieces 
of Communion Plate, presented by 


Queen Ann. The history of the do- 
nation is engraved on them.—! Au- 


' tional Gazette. 
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EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The ‘ollowing contributions to the || 


Education Society of the Episcopal 
Church, have been received since 
the publication # our last number: 
Chapel Congregation, Fred., Va. $52 25 
Alexander Greer, Charles co. Md. 5 00 
Mrs. Balmaine, widow of the late 

Dr. Balmajne, Winchester, Va. 10 00 
Wm. Lambert, Washington, 3 00 
Rev. S. C. Stratton, E. Shore, Md. 1 50 


Ata late meeting of the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Education Society, appli- 
cations for assistance from three candi- 
dates, were received and granted; who, 
it is expected, will shortly join the The- 
ological institution in Alexandria. 


We have received, within a day 
or two, a pamphilet, styled *A Let 
ter to the Members of the Episcopal 
Church in the United States,” at the 
end of which, after perusing the 
thing with considerable amusement, 
we perceived the author compl: 
menting himself with the idea t).' 
his lucrubrations would “probabl 
call down on his head, the bitterest 
imprecations that malice can sug- 
gest.” Of course, he will look out 
for this Magazine, as a probable 
vehicle of opposition to his senti- 
ments. But he need not comfort 
himself. We have smiled too often 
at his pages, to be angry at their 
author. 

“I would not enter on my list of friends, 


the man, 
Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm.” 





me 


From Ackerman’s “Forget me not.” 
NIGHT. 
By James .Vontgomery. 
Night is the time for rest; 
How sweet when labours close, 
To gather round the aching breast 
The curtain of re pose: 
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| Stretch the tired limbs, and lay the head 
Upon our own delightful bed! 


| Night is the time for dreams; 

| The gay romance of life, 

| When truth that is and truth that seems, 
' Blend in fantastic strife; 

, Ah! visions less beguiling far 

| Than waking dreams by day light are. 


Night is the time for toil: 

To plough the classic field, 

Intent to find the buried spoil, 

Its wealthy furrows yield; 

* Till all is ours that sages taught, 
That poets sang, or heroes wrought. 


Night is the time to weep; 

To wet with unseen tears, 

Those graves of memory, where sleep 
The joys of other years; 

Hopes that were angels in their birth, 
But perished young, like things of earth! 
Night is the time to watch; 

On ocean’s dark expanse, 

To hail the Pleiades, or catch 

The full moon’s earliest glance, 

That brings into the home-sick mind 
All we loved and left behind. 


Night is the time for care; 

Brooding on hours misspent, 

To see the spectre of Despair 

Come to our lonely tent; 

Like Brutus midst his slumbering host 
Startled by Czsar’s stalwarth ghost. 


Night is the time to muse; 

Then from the eye the Soul 

Takes flight, and with expanding views, 
Beyond the starry pole, 

Descries athwart the abyss of night, 
The dawn of uncreated light. 

Night is the time to pray; 

Our Saviour oft withdrew 

To desert mountains far away. 

So will his followers do; 

Steal from the throng to haunts untrod,, 
And hold communion there with God. 


Night is the time for death; 

When all around is peace, 

Calmly to yield the weary breath, 

From sin and suffering cease: 

Think of Heaven’s bliss, and give the 


sign 7 
To parting friends:—suechdeath be mine? 








aaa 





0 CORRESPONDENTS. 
For want of room, we ate under the necessity of postponing the extracts from 


the pious Letters of Lieut. R. Dashiell. 


- “Extract from a Charge delivered to a 


Grand Jury in the state of New York”, will appear in our next. 


ERRATA.—Page 201, second line from bottom of note, for “were” read was. 
» 229, third stanza, for “wean” read ween. 











